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THE COMMENTATOR: 
OR 

GUIDE to the clear comprehen- 

sion, and pious use, of the Lir- 

ORGY. 


No. V. 


THE VERSICLES. 
ONFESSION and prayer, thanks- 
ing and praise, and hearing the 
i of God, are the great objects of 
lic worship. Our Church begins 
daily services, by exhorting us 
he right performance of these du- 
After instructing us in the gen- 
confession of our sins, and by 
declaration of absolution, en- 
aging us to address God as our 
wenly Father, in the divine form 
tus by his Son, she conducts 
om penitence and prayer, to 
eand thanksgiving. The ver- 
Swhich follow the Lord’s Pray- 
designed to prepare the way 
his transition :— 
in, “ O Lord, open thou our 


“ And our mouth shall shew 
thy praise.” 
hese versicles are called Respon- 
rom their being repeated by the 
ter and the people alternately ; 
inister beginning and the peo- 
iswering, or responding. —This 
ce of alternate recitation was 
hon in the Jewish Church, and 


- I, No. VU. 


we read in the Book of Ezra, (Chap. 
IIT. v. 10) that it was established by 
“the ordinance of David king of 
Israel.” It was adopted in the prim- 
itive Christian Church; with this 
advantage, that whereas among the 
Jews the service was performed by 
the Priests and Levites only, in the 
Christian Church every man is so 
far a Priest as to be permitted to join 
in this spiritual sacrifice. Among 
the ancient Liturgies, there is not 
one to be found that do¢és not con- 
tain these alternate recitations. In 
the Romish Church, indeed, Respon- 
ses have been excluded, because the 
service is performed in an unknown 
tongue; and in some Protestant 
Churches they have been rejected, 
that the minister may expatiate ina 
long extempore prayer; but the 
Episcopal Church has restored to 
the people their primitive right of 
bearing their part in divine worship. 

But besides the antiquity and prim- 
itive authority of this mode of pub- 
lic worship, it is recommended by 
many special advantages. 

Those who assemble in the house 
of Ged for the purpose of divine 
worship, are equally interested with 
the minister, in confessing their sins, 
entreating the divine mercy, and 
shewing forth the praises of God.— 
This consideration alone might af- 
ford a sufficient reason why they 
should take their part in the daily 
sacrifices of supplication and thanks 
giving; and not be debarred from 
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expressing with their lips, what they the goodness and loving arena we le 
really feel in their hearts. But in God. It is like the worship o ni a 
addition to this, the alternate pray- Seraphim, “ crying ae mg Rs acih 
ers and praises of the minister and er, and saying, holy, (Ie VI £ pow. 
people are extremely well caculated the Lord of hosts. (Is. ded t. (e vout fi 
to enliven the devotions of both: for But unless this duty be atten a to supif 
the pious zeal and fervency of the by the congregation at large, cath dumb 
one, will seldom fail to warm and tention of the service is defeated, cial fos 
animate those of the other. It is and its beauty and solemnity be pisile 
another advantage of this mode of lost. It is not enough a a a feng : 
worship that its grateful variety re- faint voices are og ® . h ® TE Pealmi 
lieves the mind, while the conscious- congregation should, wit anh pas Lord, ; 
ness that we are bearing a part init, and with one mouth, glorify God, Church 
tends to fix our thoughts, and excite and their united answers should re similar 
in us a more serious and religiousat- semble “the voice of many waters. die, | 
tention to what we are engaged in. (Rev. xiv. 2.) forth hi 
Every one who is acquainted with Let, then, a regard for the - The 
the frailty and fickleness of the hu- our of the Church, and for 4 g vi eine th, 
man heart, must be convinced of the of God, who delights in aks fo 
necessity of every possible assist- and beauty, as well as in the aoe > ana 
ance to arrest his wandering ity of his worship, awaken the zeal Tt nore ful 
thoughts, and prevent that distrac- of every member of the Chui paraphrs 
tion or listlessness of the affections to Let him preserve silence in the part the gift « 
which our nature is so much dispo- of the service performed by the mite a ip ee 
sed. ister, joining in them, not with his worthy, ; 

In this alternate mode of worship, voice, but with sincerity of mind ani offer rotet 
though the minister and congregation heart.. But let every one oe thou, in 1 
say their respective parts seperately it a sacred duty to repeat aloud, a «Aaa 
aud distinctly, yet each should attend parts in the service assigned to t Mefect 
to what the other repeats, and join people. He will thus enjoy thes fore, O I 
in heart, though not in voice. isfaction and the profit to be derive aspiratio, 

What has now been said in rela- from performing his part in the ia Ties Gur | 
tion to the versicles, applies equally portant duty of worshipping Gol e may ¥ 
to the Psalms and hymns, and what- His confession will be rendere hy holy 1 
ever is directed to be said alternately more earnest, his supplications Tr Lord. 
throughout the service. It only re- lively, and his praises more ardent; In the I 
mains to be observed on this subject, and while he imparts animation rersicles a 
that in this responsive part of wor- the minister, by his hearty respons « Min. 
ship, all the congregation should both will derive new omy tee us. 
join, audibly, and earnestly. ‘To the mutual aid, and the worship @ ide. 0 
hear the soft voices of female piety, the sanctuary will ascend as accept 
and the lisping tones of infancy, able incense to the Lord of Hosts, Thee « 
joining in concord with stronger § The versicles under consideratiaiiy, o¢ the 
sounds of manhood, must afford de- are taken from the penitential Psi ng but ; 
lightful harmony to those who have of David, and are now introduc@l, already 
any just sense of the “beauty of with great propriety, after we bi fuse the se 
holiness.” I know of nething cal- confessed our sins, and humbled off, them. 
culated to give us a more descriptive selves before God, and before ' Being thu 
and affecting idea of the joys and presume to utter his praises contaliine prayer, 
blessedness of heaven, than to be ed in the Doxology, or sing them ih’ good 
present in a numerous congregation, the Psalms which follow it. Froth, Y, we} 


thus devoutly engaged in celebrating the conduct and experience of Davi 
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we learn.the important lesson, that 
we can not praise God aright, or 
worship’ him acceptably, till our 
minds are brought to a holy and de- 
yout frame. Sin clogs our affections, 
stupifies our souls, and makes us 
dumb before him. It seals the lip, 


) and fetters the tongue: It makes our 


privileges a burden, and our duty a 


p task. A deep sense of this, led the 


Psalmist to make the petition, “ O 
Lord, open thou my lips ;” and the 
Church wisely instructs us, under 
similar circumstances, to do the 
same, that our “mouth may shew 
forth his praise.” 

The petition, and the response, 
form the connexion between the pen- 
etential and eucharistic parts of the 
sdrvice. Their meaning may be 


5 more fully expressed in the following 


paraphrase :—“ O God, from whom 
the gift of utterance proceeds, assist 
us in our devotions. We are un- 
worthy, and of ourselves unable, to 
offer unto thee any sacrifice; but 
thou, in thy holy word hast ordained, 
that even babes and sucklings should 
perfect thy praise. Open, there- 
fore, O Lord, our lips, and by the 
mspiration of thy Holy Spirit, so dis- 
bose our hearts, that with our mouths 
yemay worthily laud, and magnify 
thy holy name, through Jesus Christ 
bur Lord.” 

In the English Liturgy two other 
ersicles are added; viz. 

“Min. O God make speed to 
ave us. 

Ans. O Lord, make haste to help 
s. 
These were left out, in our revis- 
m of the Liturgy ;--probably as 
ing but an amplification of what 
i already been repeated, and be- 
use the sense was compleat with- 
it them. 

Being thus prepared, by penitence 
ne prayer, to praise God, and hav- 
ig a good hope in his pardoning 
lercy, we proceed like David, to 
7M our petitions into praises, and 
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give due glory to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

The Rubrick here directs the Con- 
gregation to stand up, and requires 
them to continue standing till the 

Psalms are ended. This is the prop- 
er attitude of praise. It indicates 
the elevation of our hearts, and de- 
notes that we are actively engaged in 
the service. 

The Hymn which is now used, is 
called the Gloria Patri from the 
two initial words in Latin, which 
signify “Glory be to the Father.” 
It is sometimes called the lesser Dox- 
ology, in contradistinction to the 
greater Doxology,or angelical Hymn, 
beginning with “ Glory be to God 
on high ;” which is appointed to be 
said in the office of the holy Com- 
munion, and which, in our service, 
may be said or sung at the close of 
the portion of Psalms, in the morn- 
ing and evening service. 

From the times of the Apostles, it 
has been the custom of all Churches 
to incorporate ascriptions of glory 
with prayer; and to conclude all 
Hymns, Psalms, and Sermons, with 
ascribing glory to the Father, to the 
Son, and tothe Holy Ghost. St. 
Basil traces the first part of this 
tymn or Doxology to the Apostolic 
age of the Church, and maintains 
that it was founded on the first Sym- 
bolum, or Creed, which was evident- 
ly taken from the Form used in the 
administration of Baptism. Hooker, 
adopting the argument of St. Basil, 
says, “ Baptising, we use the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Confessing the 
Christian Faith, we declare our be- 
lief in the Father, and in the Son, 
and in the Holy Ghost. Ascribing 
glory to God, we give it to the Fa- 
ther, and to the Son, and:to the Ho- 
ly Ghost.” 

The earliest instance on record of 
the use of this hymn, is found in the 
Epistle of the Church of Smyrna, 
concerning the martyrdom of their 
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beloved Bishop Polycarp; from 
which we learn that a Doxology, 
like our Gloria Patri, formed the 
conclusion of his dying prayer. Pol- 
ycarp was conversant with the A pos- 
tles, was consecrated Bishop by St. 
John the Evangelist, and is designa- 
ted in the Revelations, as “the an- 
gel of the Church of Smyrna.”—- 
Having received the precepts and 
adopted the.opinions of the Apostles, 
he may well be supposed, in this in- 
stance, to have imitated their prac- 
tice Towards the close of the sec- 
ond century, we find similar Doxol- 
ogies in the writings of Clement and 
Dyonisius of Alexandria; and St. 
Basil intorms us that, in his time, 
Doxologies to the I ather, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost, consti- 
tuted the test by which the orthodox 
Churches were distinguished from 
those that were corrupt. 

In the primitive ages of the 
Church, these Doxologies often vari- 
ed in the mode of expression, though 
they were in substance the same. 
But when the Arians began to wrest 
some of the general expressions in 
which they were couched, to coun- 
tenance their own heresy, the forms 
which were most liable to this per- 
version gradually fell into disuse, and 
that which ascribes “glory to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost,” became the standing 
order of the Church. 

The latter clause of the Hymn, 
claims a less ancient date, and was 
probably added some little time af- 
ter the council of Nice. ‘The occa- 
sion of the addition must be attribu- 
ted to the spreading of those here- 
sies which denied the Son to be co- 
equal, and co-eternal with the Fa- 


ther. ‘To evince the testimony of 


the orthodéex Church against this 
error, and to declare what was the 
primitive sense of the Church in as- 
eribing “glory to the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost,” it was thought 
proper to add the clause, “ As it was 


in the beginning, is now, grd ever 
shall be world without end. 

But whatever may be said of the 
origin or the form of this doxology, 
if the exact words of it are not to be 
found in Scripture, the subject at 
least isdivine. It is but a para 
phrase of the song of the Seraphim, 
recorded by isaiah (vi. 3:) “ One 
cried unto another and said, Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
And its theme is the same as the 
Hymn of glory, described by St. 
John in the Revelations :—* Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
which was, and is, and isto come, 
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to re 
ceive glory, and honour, and power.” 
While, then, the Church above, 
“rests not day and night,’ but con 


tinually cries “ Holy, holy, holy,™ 


Lord God of Hosts,’’ we need seek 
no other warrant for the use, and 
frequent repetition of our Doxology; 
“ Glory be to the Father, and to th 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost ; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, ani 
ever shall be, world without end.” 
But since we use these words s 
frequently, let us be careful notw 
use them aS mere words withos 
meaning. Letus be careful to form 
just ideas of the great and multiplie 
obligations we are under to praix 
the Almighty, and ascribe unto hi 
the glory due unto his name. Lé 
us ponder the special claims whid 
the Father, the Son, and the Hd 
Ghost, eaclr have to our most fervel 
and devout adorations. Let us 
flect that we are indebted to God th 
Father, for our existence, as well i 
our capacity of enjoying fellowshif 
and communion with himself; a 
when our race was ruined by trai 
gression, for not leaving us in mis 
and despair, but graciously devisi 
a way for our recovery and salvati0 
Let us meditate on our obligations 
love and gratitude to God the SI 
who “gave himself for us, that 
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might redeem us from all iniquity ;” 
who * suffered, the just for the un- 
just, that he might bring us to God ;” 
who was “ wounded for our trans- 
sessions, and bruised for our iniqui- 
ties;”” who “knowing no sin, was 


| made to be sin for us, that we might 


be made the righteousness of God in 


| him ;” and let us join in the praises 


of the saints above, saying, “ Thou 


' art worthy: for thou wast slain and 
' hast redeemed us to God by thy 
' blood.” Let us bear in mind the 
.— inestimable benefits of God the Ho- 
‘* Holy, & ly Ghost, by whose salutary influen- 
| ces we are made to be partakers of 


the blessings of redemption; who 


' “takes of the things of God, and 
) shews them unto us ;’ 
| mysterious but effectual agency, pro- 
| duces in our minds such convictions 


? 


who by his 


of the evil of sin, and of the excel- 
lency of the way of salvation re- 
vealed in the gospel, as leads us to 
an unreserved dependance on the 
merits and intercession of Christ, 
asthe only “ way or name given 
under heaven whereby we must be 
saved.” The “ Spirit that giveth 
lifes’ to whom we are indebted for 
lithe real comfort of religion, for 
the divine refreshments which are 


pfixed in the ordinances of grace, and 


for every advancement towards a 
meetness for the kingdom of heaven. 

He who is accustomed to exercise 
himself in reflections like these, will 
not consider it a formal or unmean- 
ing service, when he renders “ glory 
othe Father, and to the Son, and to 
he Holy Ghost ;” and if any one 
should imagine that the ascription 
becurs too frequently, let him reficct 
whether it be not from want of feel- 
ng and spirituality in his own heart, 
yather than from any impropriety in 
he service itself. 

The latter clause of the Doxolo- 
ly, intimates to us the manner in 
hich we are to give glory to God: 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
nd ever shall be, world without 
nd.” In the beginning, and before 
Ne creation, God had an essential 


glory that could neither admit of 
augmentation, nor suffer diminution. 
In the early ages of the world, his 
praises were sung and his glory de- 
clared by the Patriarchs and Proph- 
ets. At the first promulgation of the 
gospel, his glory was manifested by 
the testimony and the lives of the 
Apostles and primitive Christians. 
Now, He is glorified in heaven, by 
angels and the spirits of just men 
made perfect ; and it can be only by 
the sincerity and fervency of our 
devotions, if our feeble praises shall 
betheard in unison withtheirs. World 
without ead, He will be glorified and 
praised by the redeemed above; 
saying, “ Unto him that hath loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in 
his own blood, and hath made us 
kings and priests unto God and his 
Father, be glory and dominion for- 
ever and ever.”” Let us, therefore, 
unite our hearts and voices, and as- 
cribe “ Blessing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, unto him that sit- 
teth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb forever and ever.” 

After the Doxology, and before 
the “ Venite exultemus,” the min- 
ister and people unite in an impres- 
sive Alleluia. The minister addres- 
ses to them the exhortation, “ Praise 
ye the Lord:” and the people shew 
their readiness in the service by re- 
plying, “ The Lord’s name be prai- 
sed.” The versicle used by the 
minister, is a literal translation of the 
Hebrew Alleluia :—a form which is 
employed by St. John in the Reve- 
lations, and was frequently repeated 
by the members of the ancient 
Church, both in their public offices, 
and private devotions. It is used in 
this place with great propriety : for 
as we often employ the words, “ let 
us pray,” to excite attention to the 
prayer ensuing, or as an indication 
that we are passing from one kind of 
prayer to another; so we use the 
words, “ Praise ye the Lord,” to de- 
note that we are to engage in the eu- 
charistic part of the service, and to 
exhort the congregation to unite in 
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praising God, not only mentally, but 
vocally and audibly, by repeating the 
responses allotted to them. 

When we are thus exhorted, let 
us answer with the heart and voice, 
‘The Lord’s name be praised.” 
And as Allelura is the Chorus of the 
heavenly Flost, while they sing, 

Salvation, and glory, and honour, 
ind power, unto the Lord our God,” 
‘Rev. xix. 1,) let us, when we as- 
cribe glory to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the holy Ghost, rejoin 
amen ; praise ye the Lord ; ” Allelu- 
aa. May the Holy Spirit enable 
us to do this with fervency and sin- 
cerity ; that praising and glorifying 
the triune God now, as he was glori- 
fied in the beginning, we may be 
admitted to the blessedness of prai- 
sing and glorifying him in that world 
which shall be without end, through 
him that loved us, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. C. 


~~ 


Che following notice of the late Con- 
vention of this Diocese, is taken from 
the National Pilot.—We subjoin the 
Bisnop’s annual Address, and in our 
next we expect to give an abstract 
of the journal of the Convention. 


Diocess of Connecticut was held at F os; 
Stratford, on Wednesday and Thurs.” 
day of last week—the Bishop hay. 
ing met the clergy in Convocation 
on the preceding evening. A very 
appropriate sermon, on the origin, 
nature, and benefit of the C hristian 
ministry, was delivered by the Rey, 
Mr. Noble of Middletown, on Wed. 
nesday morning—after which, the 
Right Rev. Bishop Brownell, admit. 
ted the Rev. BearpsLey Norrurop, 
Deacon, of Oxford, to the holy order S& 
of Priests, and PaLMer Dyer, A. B. 

to the holy order of Deacons. Ip 

the evening, an ingenious and inter. 

esting sermon on the subject of mis 

sions, was delivered by the Rev. Mr. O 
Baldwin, of Guilford, and a collec. 

tion made for the benefit of the soci Mar, 
ety for the Promotion of Christiaf Apri 
Knowledge. The Convention was 
well attended, both by clergy ané 

laity; and it must be gratifying th 

the friends of the Church, to be i 
formed, that the returns of contribu} 
tions from the various parishes ita J, 
the diocess, for the support of mis, 4) 
sions, have much increased, and thilijoan?s ¢ 
a growing zeai for the general cauShorceiye 
of religion, and for the particular is ongreg: 
terest of our Zion, was uniformli§nd zea] 
manifested on this occasion.” | 













‘ Mant of th 
‘The annual Convention of the he by 
Protestant Lpiscopal Church, of the | it 
ober last, 
+o Hamde 
hurch. 
ADDRESS ected by 
of a sin; 
Delivered to the Convention at Stratford, June 5th, 1822, by the Rt. Ra aa It is 
Bishop Brownell. mmodior 
gation a 
ug state, 


My Brethren of the Clergy, and of the Laity ; 


The good Providence of God having brought us again together in Co 
vention, I proceed to fulfill the duty imposed on me by the 45th Canon 
the Church, by laying before you a brief view of the affairs of the Dioc 


since our last meeting. 
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The holy rite of Confirmation has been administered in Twenty Parish- 


held at & es; as follows—viz. 
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Thurs. & July 12,1821, In St. John’s Church, Guilford, to 29 persons 
op hav- F © 47, “ St. John’s Church, Stamford, 2B..-* 
rocation FF > BM, “ Church in New-Canaan, bY. 
A very & ©. 49, ** Church in Ridgefield, 2 * 
e origin, F ier “* St. Matthew’s Church, Wilton, i7 
shristian F P* OF. * St. Paul’s Church, Norwalk, 10 *« 
the Rev. Aug 38, “ St. James’ Church, New-London, 17 «4 
on Wed- & 9, * Christ’s Church, Norwich, 94... 4 
‘ich, the ‘ 11, * St. Stephen’s Church, East-Haddam, 20 “ 
1, admit. & 22, ¢ St. John’s Church, (Essex) Saybrook, 23 “ 
RTHROP, 13, * Union Church, N. Killingworth, iz. 4 
oly order = Sept. 7, ** Church in Southiagton, g 4 
er, A. BE 8, * Church in Meriden, m..‘ 
ons. Int 9, “ Church in Cheshire, 40 § 
and inter-F 11, * St. Andrew’s Church, Northford, is & 
ctof mish 30, “ Christ Church, Hartford, 49 °¢ 
Rev. Mig Oct. 21, “ Trinity Church, Newtown, Ge 
da collec 22, “© Church in Humphreysville, ag. 
f the sock} March 17,1822, ‘“ Christ Church, Middletown, 8 s 
Christian} April 14, ¢ St. John’s Church, Bridgeport, 33.1 
ntion was 


lergy an 
atifying 0 
1, to be if} On my visit to the Parish ef Es- 
yf contribufex, Saybrook, on the 12th of July 













parishes last, I consecrated the new Church 
ort of Mijn that place, by the name of S¢. 
d, and thiiohn’s Church; and was happy to 
neral caU%Mperceive among the members of the 


articular | 
; uniform 
on.” 


ongregation a spirit of liberality 
nd zeal, which affords a sure war- 
sant of the growth and prosperity of 
e Parish. 

[have also, on the fourth of Oc- 
ober last, consecrated a new Church 
Hamden, by the name of Grace 
hurch. This Church has been 
rected by the exertions and liberali- 
of a s:nall number of Episcopal- 
ns. It is a well proportioned and 
bmmodious edifice, and the Con- 
egation appears to be in a flourish- 
bg state. 

During the past year, I have ad- 
\gmitted the following persons to Holy 

irders in this Diocese—viz. 

On the sixth day of September, 
the Church at Cheshire, I admit- 
ithe Rev. George B. Andrews to 
€ Holy order of Priests; and Da- 


the Rt. Ra 


ther in 
bth Canon 
f the Dioc 








In all, 461 persons 


wid Botsford, and Bennet Glover to 
that of Deacons. 

On the 16th of November, at 
Trinity Church, in the City of New- 
Haven, the Rev. Thomas Warner, 
late of the Associate Reformed 
Church in the State of New York, 
was adinitted to the Holy Order ot 
Deacons ; and on the Lsth of the 
same month to that of Priests. He 
immediately received letters Demis- 
sory, and proceeded to the Island of 
St. Creix, in the West Indies. 

On the 30th of January, in Trini- 
ty Church, New-Haven, I admitted 
Moses P. Bennett to the Holy Or- 
der of Deacons ; and en the 10th of 
April, in the same place, I also ad- 
mitted Seth B. Paddock to the same 
grade of the ministry. And this day, 
before the Convention, I have ad- 
mitted the Rev. Beardsley Nor- 
thrup to the Holy Order of Priests, 
and Palmer Dyer to the Order ot 
Deacons. 

All these persons sustained the 
requisite examinatons, and produ 
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ced the Testimonials which the Can- 
ons require. 

While at Hartford, on the 30th 
of September last, I instituted the 
Rev. Nathaniel S. Wheaton as Rec- 
tor of Christ Church in that City, 
with the prescribed services, and ac- 
cording to the provisions of the 29th 
Canon of the General Convention. 

Several changes have taken place 
in the Diocese, since the last meet- 
ing of the Convention, but we have 
reason to be grateful to a god Prov- 
idence that none of the Clergy have 
been removed from their labours by 
death. The Rev. Solomon Blakes- 
ly has been released from his pasto- 
ral connexion with the Parishes of 
East-Haddam and Essex, and has 
received letters demissory to the 
Eastern diocese. The Rev. Daniel 
Somers has also received letters de- 
missory, and is now officiating in 
the diocese of Maryland. The Rev. 
Stephen Jewet, with letters demisso- 
ry from the diocese of New-York, is 
officiating in Derby and Humphreys 
Ville, and there is good reason to 
hope that the divisions which have 
prevailed in the former Parish will 
be healed by his conciliating and pi- 
ous labours. I am informed, though 
not officially, that the Rev. Samuel 
Griswold from Great Barington, in 
the Eastern Diocese, is officiating in 
the vacant Parishes of Simsbury and 
Granby. The Rev. Peter G. Clarke, 
has removed from Norwich, to the 
Parish of Essex, Saybrook ; and the 
Rev. Seth B. Paddock, lately admit- 
ted to the Order of Deacons, sup- 
plies the vacancy at Norwich. The 
Rev. David Botsford has officiated at 
Wallingford during the past Winter, 
to the great satisfaction and benefit 
of the Parish; but it having seemed 
good to divine Providence to deprive 
him of health, he relinquished the 
situation, and has been succeeded by 
the Rev. James Keeler, lately of 
Norwalk. The Rev. Bennet Glover 
has received an invitation to the 
Parish of East-Haddam, and leave 


has been granted to form a tempora.fiheen 
ry cure by the union of this Parish P¥est in 
with that of Hebron. The Rev, BRhe y 
Ashbel Baldwin of Stratford has ofMjon ot 
ficisted in the Church at ‘Trumbull, (fomn 
one third of the time, during the pastfifion w 
year; but the latter Parish has nowfgs of | 
resolved to connect itself (for thefgreates 
present) with that of Bridgeport, forfiaused 
the purpose of obtaining a Clergy.ffome s: 
man to officiate alternately in eachihat ave 
Parish, and who shall act as assisi@™oy por 
ant to the Rev. Mr. Shelton. Thelpecies 
Rev. Mr. Weller, of the Diocese offfpiiar 3 
Maryland has been invited to filid wh 
this situation. inday 
A very encouraging zeal has lateg#timate 
ly manifested itself in the Parish ofa. I 
Salisbury, which has been so long infiRnce, | 
a State of depression ; and a spaciougmnt of ; 
brick Church is now erecting theriins, rea 
for the accommodation of the Coniin in th 
gregation. The Parish of Newpfiicultie 
Preston is also erecting a commog—pcuring 
dious brick edifice for a house of pubffhools, ; 
lic worship. he moc 
The tollowing persons are at presi, recor 
ent candidates for Holy Orders in thi@the Co 
Diocese : viz. Lenuel B. Hull, Wilpointing 
iam Shelton, John M. Garfieldffform cc 
William Jarvis, Richard Haughtogitct, or | 
Ashbel Steele, Asa Griswold, Georggpper bo. 
Shelton, Ransom Warner, Shadracf@lhe Soc 
Terry, and Franceway R. Cossifffristian | 
The two last named Candidatgfhat pat 
have been for some time absent from object 
the Diocese, without demissory legtre of th 
ters, and nothing is known by ti#feport, 
ecclesiastical authority respectinggented, y 
their intentions. Martin Snell, wht inadeq 
was last year reported as a candidage them ¢ 
for Orders, has been regularly trangand. |] 
ferred to the Eastern Diocese. cts alone 
I am happy to state to the Cog®—for y 
vention that Sunday Schools hag#d be ins 
been established in nearly all tg§ttors of 
Parishes throughout the Diocedff able to 
They have been attended with ton to ¢ 
most salutary results, both to tear. ‘J 
children, and their instructors. Mad that al 
enquiries on this subject have begeat year 
very minute and extensive; and ##!vely.— 
every instance where Schools haf to call y 
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temporappeen established T hear of a mani- 
s Parish®¥est improvement in the character of 
‘he Rev.fghe youth. The munificent provis- 
rd has offjon of the State, for the support of 
Trumbull, {Common Schools, and the disposi- 
y the pastifion which prevails among all class- 
has nowges of the Community, to derive the 

(for thefgreatest benefit from them, have 
aused elementary education to be- 
ome so universal among our youth, 




































report, for 
a Clergy: 


y in eachEapat ave have no occasion to devote 
as assisi@moy portion of the Lord’s day to this 
on. Thempecies of instruction. ‘This is a pe- 
Jiocese olfmliar advantage which we enjoy, 


d which enables us to apply our 
minday Schools directly to their le- 
imate object—religious instruc- 
n. It isa most gratifying cireum- 
ance, that there has yet been no 
ant of pious and well disposed per- 
s, ready to assist their Clergy- 
; the Confien in this charitable labour. Some 
, of Nespfliculties have been experienced in 
-a commompcuring proper books for Sunday 
suse of pubggbools, and much diversity prevails 
he modes of instruction. I, there- 
are at preq™e, recommend to the cunsideration 
ders in thiggthe Convention the propriety of 
Hull, Wilgpointing a Committee to devise a 
|. Garfielifform course of instruction, and to 
Haughtomect, or compile and prepare the 
vold, Georggpper books for the purpose. 
1, Shadrad Phe Society for the promotion of 
» R. Cossifffistian knowledge does not obtain 
Candidat@mhat patronage which its impor- 
absent from objects require. You are all 
emissory legre of the objects it embraces, and 
nown by timReport, with which you will be 
respectingented, will convince you how ut- 
in Snell, w inadequate its resources are to 
s acandidaje them the support which they 
pularly trail mand. Indeed, there is one of its 
: cts alone, the support of Mission- 


ed to fil 


al has late 
» Parish 
so long in 
| a spaciot 
cting ther 


jocese. 

>to the Comp—for which all its resources 
Schools ha@@d be insufficient; and yet the 
early all tors of the society have not 
the Dioces able to make the least appro- 
\ded with tigen to this object during the 
both to tmyear. They have, however, re- 


ructors. d that all the collections of the 
ect have bemeot year shall be devoted to it 
sive; and sively.—My brethren, I beg 
Schools hag te call your special attention to 
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this subject. When you consider 
that there are nearly twice as many 
organized Congregations as_ there 
are Clergymen in this Diocese, you 
will readily perceive that almost 
half of them must be destitute every 
Lord’s day. You must also be 
aware that there are several Parish- 
es so decayed by removals, and oth- 
er adverse circumstances, (and in 
some cases, I fear, by apathy and 
neglect) that without Missionary aid 
they are in danger of becoming 
wholly extinct. But you can not 
all be aware, as I am, of the anxiety 
manifested by the few remaining 
friends of the Church, in these Par- 
ishes, for the reestablishing of those 
ordinances among them, which have 
heretofore been their delight and 
their edification; nor of the solici- 
tude with which I have been impor- 
tuned for assistance in repairing the 
** waste places” of their Zion. 

The course of my official duties 
has also led me to know that there 
are many families, zealously attach- 
ed to the doctrines and worship oi 
the Church, dispersed through vari- 
ous parts of the State—remote from 
the places of public worship to which: 
they are attached, and some of them 
remote from all places of public 
worship. I could point to several 
local situations where nothing but the 
services of a zealous and active mis- 
sionary is required, in order to gather 
these scattered members into the 
fold, and to build up flourishing and 
pious Congregations. ‘To preserve 
these decayed Parishes from utter 
extinction, and to form new Parishes 
from the scattered members of our 
Church in places where it is practi- 
cable, the services of three or four 
missionaries are essential. ‘This is 
the most interesting subject which I 
can at this time recommend to your 
attention. The fields are white, and 
ready forthe Harvest. It rests with 
you to devise the measures for send- 
ing forth the labourers. I take leave 
to suggest the expediency*of modify- 
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ing the society for the promotion of 
Christian knowledge with a special 
reference to this object, or of ap- 
pointing a Treasurer of Missionary 
Funds, and of enacting a Canon, 
making it obligatory on every Parish 
in the Diocess to make a collection 
once in the year for Missionary pur- 
poses. In many Parishes, Societies 
may be formed for the same object. 
The small sums, thus collected from 
many sources, would form an im- 
portant aggregate, without producing 
any sensible inconvenience. [ know 
that many Parishes fird it difficult to 
defray.their own current expenses, 
but I have no apprehension -that the 
measure recommended would add to 
these difficulties. The fact is, that 
few persons feel themselves impov- 
erished by what they give for the sup- 
port of religion; and a small con- 
tribution two or three times a year, 
for the general purposes of religion, 
so far from disqualifying them to sup- 
port their own Parish expenses, would 
render the collection of this support 
the more easy and certain, by increa- 
sing their imterest in religious and 
ecclesiastical affairs. 

At a late special General Con- 
vention of the Church, held in the 
City of Philadelphia, the plan of a 
General Missionary Society was 
matured, and the same is now regu- 
larly organized. It is the object of 
this Society to send enemas, he 
the remote and destitute settleme 
of our Country; and when its funds 
will admit, to extend its operations 
for the civilization and conversion of 
the Indians, as well as of the heath- 
en of foreign Lands. I trust that 
this Society will share the patronage 
of the more wealthy Episcopalians 
of this Diocese. It is said indeed 
that “ Charity begins at home:” 
But to this it has been well replied 
that “ it should not terminate there.” 
We owe duties to society at large. 
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as well as to our own householj 
and though our own Parishes, an 
our own Diocese, may prefer th 
first and second claims to our char 
ty, the general interests of religiy 
and the Church are not to be ovale 
looked or neglected. 

Itis well known to you, that 
the late special General Conventi 
referred to, the Theological Semi 
ry of our Church was transfery 
from this Diocese to that of Ne 
York. This measure was adopt 
that the Institution might avail | 
self of a munificent Bequest of 
late Jacob Sherred, for the advang 
ment of Theological [Education ; 
it was acquiesced in by the dele 
tion from this Diocese, from cong 
erations affecting the peace and | 
ty of the Church. I have often 
pressed my sentiments concern 
the importance of a general Th 
logical Seminary. I trust its pre 
location will have a tendency to} 
monize all discordant opinions 
this subject, and that as itis an 
ject of paramount importance to 
Church, soit will now receive 
liberal and united patronage. 

brethren, I will detain you 
longer from the business of the ¢ 
vention. There are some cons 
rations in relation to the welfare 
prosperity of the Diocese, whic 
had thought to have br ought be 
you at this time, but as it is not 
sential that they should now bee 
matters for your deliberation, I 
reserve them to constitute the sul 
of a Pastoral Letter at some f 
day. May the great Bishop 
Shepherd of our souls preside 
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The next most important division 
fthe christian Church, was the sep- 
of the Eastern from the 
Vesiern Church. The seat of civil 
overnment had been transferred 
The 
Pontifi, as head of the 
hurch, still remained at Rome. 
he Patriarch of Constantinople be- 
bine a riva! to the Bishop of Rome. 

A bitter dispute also arose between 
hose Churches, respecting the Pro- 
ession of the Holy Ghost. The 
astern Church maintained, that 
re Holy Ghost proceeded from the 
ather only. ‘They accused the 
festern Church of altering the 
— by adding the word “ Filio- 

But the real foundation of these 
he in fact, proceeded from the 
alousy, covetousness, and ambition 
ithe Roman Pontiff, and the Patri- 
ch of Constantinople. ‘The Church 

Constantinople finally separated 
bm the Western or Roman Church. 
he effects of this division have been 

erely felt even to the present time. 

i@ Various attempts to accomplish 

union of these Churches have ev- 

proved fruitless. 

The next important division of 
echristian Church was occasioned 

the Reformation, in the 16th cen- 

y. Popery was but the over- 

wth and corruption of the Roman 

tholic Faith. When the Pope 
ame possessed of ecclesiastical 
tesand temporal Domains, he as- 
ned all the powers of a civil, 

idly Prince—he disposed of 
bwns—made kings, and unmade 
mat his pleasure—he instituted 
eral orders Monks, as the 
nciscan, Augustin and Domini- 

—orders, who became the mere 

lsof the Pope. A kind of tax, 

ed Peter’s Pence, was imposed 
all the Western Churches. But 


Pmost corrupt practice was the 
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sale of indulgencies, to fill the cof- 
ers of the Roman Pontiff. 

The Articles of Faith and Rules 
of Practice in the Romish Church, 
had acquired an astonishing degree 
of corruption. ‘The Roman Pontiff 
diminished the authority of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, and deprived the lai- 
ty of the privilege of reading them. 
‘To the two sacraments of Baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper, he added 
five more, Confirmation, Penance, 
Orders, Matrimony, and Extreme 
Unction—he imposed the celibacy 
of the Clergy—abolished the prac- 
tice of public confession in the 
Church, and substituted, in its place, 
the corrupt practice of Auricular 
Confession, Purgatory, and invoca- 
tion of Saints. 

The clergy lived in the shameful 
crimes of luxury, splendor, and 
pleasure. ‘The pretended Unity of 
the Church was lost by transferring 
the Papal Chair to Avignon in 
France. Indeed, three rival Popes 
pretended, at * same time, to fill 
the chair of St. Peter. The Pope 
claimed the albeit: the preroga- 
tives and rights of St. Peter, the sup- 
posed Prince of the Apostles, and 
called himself, the infallible and su- 
preme Head of the Universal Church, 
and the true Vicceerent of Christ on 
earth. ; 

I’xcessive corruption or 
sion, in Church or State, must cor- 
rect itself. Men will endure a cer- 
tain degree of oppression, beyond 
which it becomes intolerable. The 
christian religion was not introduced, 
till mankind had suffered much from 
the corruption of the Jewish Priest- 
hood. The Reformation did not 
take place, till the people had long 
suffered under the ignorance and in- 
tolerance of the Romish Hierarchy. 
When men begin to feel, they will 
begin to think; and ohne they begin 
to think, they will begin to act. 

Many pious individuals, before 
the reformation, had protested a- 
eninst the wickedness of the Roman 
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clergy. Wickliffe, John Huss, and 
Jerome of Prague, had dared to ex- 
puse the depravity of the Romish 
Church, and had suffered death for 
their presumption. Even Kings and 
Emperors had contended with the 
Pope, and complained of the unjust 
usurpation of their prerogatives. 
But their attempts at a reformation 
had proved fruitless. No efforts 
were made at a radical change or 
cure of the evil. 

It was left to the immortal Luther, 
io accownplish what Kings and Em- 
perors could not perform. It had 
been death to touch the Holy Ark. 
But the intrepid Luther began the 
arduous task of the Reformation, by 
condemning the sale of indulyencies. 
Opposition inspired bim with new 
courage 3; and he finally performed 
a work, of which he had 10 concep- 
tion inthe beginning. ‘The bold and 
adventurous Luther, aided by the 
learned, mild and amiable ‘Zuineli- 
us, humbled the pride of the Roman 
Pontiff, and accomplished the mest 
wonderful reformation tuat ever oc- 
curred. 

‘The Reformation has changed the 
state of society in the whole chris- 
tian world, has reformed religion 
from its errors, and greatly amelio- 
rated the morals @ mankind.  Sci- 
ence and virtue have succeeded the 
place of ignorance, fraud, supersti- 
tion, depravity and misery. 

Auspicious and important as was 
the Reiormation, it did not, however, 
produce all the good efiects, that 
might justly have been expected by 
its friends. Freedom of enquiry, 
and the investigation of truth, were 
rendered free and practical. But 
mankind are disposed tu abuse tue 
best of blessings. Freed from the 
shackles of monkish superstition, and 
the sophistical arts of imposture, ma- 
ny of the reformers thought and act- 
ed freely: but some thought and act- 
ed licemtiously. 


The Romish Church embraced 
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the truth ; but that trath was mixefh ihe good | 
with much error. The Reformenh careful st 
endeavoured to abolish the Cormup® correct th 
tions of mere Popery, and still retayf’ = Thus it 
the important truths of the Catholif® Church is 
Faith. But how many failed in thicieties. J 
noble attempt. While some organi}God is tl 
zed the Church according to thi {ts goverr 
government and discipline of thfstitutions a 
primitive Church, others imbibelWord of 
the most wild, seditious, and enthiijand where 
Siastic opinions. sly adminis 
Luther rejected the doctrine he true ( 
Transubstantiation, but fell short dibetween 
the truth, by retaining the doctrinffChurch mi: 
of Consubstantiaiion. Zuinglius anfean say ne 
Calvin might have entertained cofthose who « 
rect ideas of the Sacraments; bilbers of the 
they reformed the government of thi@hey are act 
Church beyond the example of tle Church. 
primitive Church. As the 
Most of the European Churchihose who 
retained the government of the priefrowned in 
itive Church, while Switzerlan§othe Chure 
Geneva, Holland, and some pamitrk to save 
of Germany, adopted the Congreggternal perc 
tional mode ot Church Governmedialety, to w 
They were called, the “ Associate alvation. F. 
reformed Churches.” Much int@onare max 
same proportion, were they divid@Phurch, ane 
as to the doctrines of religion4iirgee. Uni. 
While many believed in univer rk of safety, 
redemption and the freedom otf iMlvation. ap 
will, agreeable to the creed of Mf We are ini 
minius ; otheis retained the doctrimffy the ordin 
of St. Augustine, in regard to ab#ffust continue 
lute decrees, partial election, a@fembers. 
repr obation. e Deity, o1 
The charge of the Romish Chumily complying 
against the Reformers, was, thatiBace, which | 
Reformation would sanction and@ As member 
courage division and subdivision, @Bust receive 
would justify the absurd whims @foly Euchari: 
thousand sects and parties. Went of the 
history of the Church since the M@hrist. Wir 
formation tends unhappily to ve Sbloud, thers 
this charge, much to the dishon@ sin. 
of the Reformation. As member: 
In the primitive Church, schi@ust observe al 
was considered as a great si. B grace. We 
the present day, schism 1s scatffsembling of 
known tobeasin. But it is hoffhere two or | 
ther in his n; 
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ihe good sense of mankind, and the 


PLE 

omen vat, study of the Scriptures s, will 
OTRupe correct these existing evils. 

‘retagf. Thus it appears, that the christian 
atholif Church ts different from all other so- 
| in thiecieties. It is of divine institution. 
organifeGod is the Author and Founder. 
to thfelts government, doctrines, and in- 
of tiEistitutions are divine. Wherever the 
mbibeli Word of God is truly preached— 











ud wherever the sacraments are du- 
there we may find 
The distinction 
and visible 

But we 


| entholit: 
ly administered, 
the true Church. 
hetween the invisible 

Church may be correct. 


rine 
short ¢ 
loctrin 
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hose who call themselves the mem- 
vrs of the invisible Church, unless 
hey are actual members of the visi- 
Je Church. 

As the A rk 
who entered it from 
rowned in the waters of the deluge ; 
Christ is an Holy 











Noah preserved 
being 
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ose 


shurche 
he prit 


izerlanimgo the Church of 
ne pai™mirk to save us from the waters of 
ongres@mternal perdition. Itis the ark of 
ernmemmalety, to which we must flee for 
sociatémalvation. For the promises of salva- 
ch in tion are made to the members of his 
, dividahurch, and not to the world at 
‘igion4mrge. Unless we are found in the 
univer@™@rk of safety, we have no promise of 
m ol | lvation. 
d of A Weare initiated into this Church 
doctri@™y the ordinance of Baptism, and 
to abfpust continue in fellow ship with its 
tion, agpembers. We have no access to 
» Deity, on} y by a Mediator, and 
sh Chon Nitianbsing with those means of 
s, that ace, which he has appointed. 
nn and@ As members of this Church, 
yision. Must receive the Sacrament of the 
vhims @Moly Eucharist, as our acknowledg- 
es. ‘lMent of the atonement by Jesus 
‘e the MBhrist. Without the shedding of 
y to ves bloud, there can be no remussion 


dishon@® sin, 

As members of this Church, we 
-h, schif@ust observe all the appointed means 
We must not forget the 


it sul. BF erace. 
s scatsembling of ourselves together. 
+ is hol here two or three are gathered to- 


‘her in his name or the name of 





an Say nothing, with certainty, of 


Christ ‘he has promised to be with 
them. 

As members of this Church, we 
must offer our sincere petitions and 
praises to God, through the media- 
tion of his Son, Jesus Christ. We 
ought to coniess our Articles of 
Faith as contained in the Apostolic 
Creed; and maintain those doctrines 
once delivered to the saints. We 
must, especially, maintain the essen- 
tial belief of the Blessed Trinity, as 
the foundation and Corner-Stone of 
our religion. Without the Divinity 
of Jesus Christ, there can be no at- 
onement ; end without the atone- 
ment, there can be no hope of salva- 
tion, even to the humble and peni- 
tent. Unless the Holy Ghost be a 
Divine Person, we can receive no 
sanctification or renovation. Unless 
we are renewed in the inner man by 
the spirit of God, there can be no 
salvation. We must be made holy 
or we shall never be fitted for the 
kingdom of Heaven. 

As members of this body of Christ, 
the Church, we must discharge our 
respective duties, in whatever state 
of life God is pleased tocallus. We 
are members of one body. Each 
member has its appropriate station 
and office. Let the Head govern 
and preserve: and let all the mem- 
bers serve and obey. Thus, the 
harmony, beauty, and symetry o! 
the whole body will be kept i in a due 
proportion. Thus, there will be no 
conflict or alienation among the dif- 
ferent parts. 

Let the governors of the Church 
perform their duties with judgment 
and fidelity: and may those who 
obey, doit for conscience sake. Let 
the Ministers preach the pure and 
simple word of life, unadulterated 
with scholastic divinity, the logic of 
Plato, or the metaphysics of Aristot- 
tle. And may those who hear it, 
receive it in simplicity and godly 
sincerity ; and may it produce the 
efiects of holiness. 

very society, from the nature of 
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its institution, has some specific ob- 
ject in view. The great object of 
the Christian Church is Holiness. 
As the Church, and all its offices are 
holy, so may all her members be- 
come holy. Holiness unto the Lord 
forever. 
V ERACITAS. 


a oe 
t or the Churchman’s Magazine. 


>fUDY OF THE HOLY SGRIPTURES 
AMONG THE EARLY CHRIS‘IANS. 


Translated from the French @ of the 
Abbe PF lei ry. ] 


The principal part of the pravs 
in the Church have alw been th 
Psalms, which, being gravely and 
distinctly pronounced, were a Source 
of creat instruction 3 since they com- 
prise in an abridgement, all that is 
contained in the other sacred books ; 
and aftord models of such sentiments 
as a virtuous man ought to possess, 
in all the different conditions of life. 
To this, the early christians always 
joined thi e reading of some portion 
of the other sacred books; and 
ence originated the small chap- 
fers, or St lections from the Bible, mn 
sur Common Prayer Book. 

They read as the Holy Scri iptures 
‘hose books only which were in the 
Canon; that is, those which the con- 
stant tradition of the Churches au- 
thorised: And those which some 
private persons wished to add to the 
canonical writings, they called apoc- 
ryphal, that is, hidden or obscure. 
From fear lest the ecclesiastical 
books should be altered by the rash- 
ness of copyists, they imposed 
oath upon the transcriber, or conjur- 
ed him by the judgment of God, to 
perform his work faithfully. This 
St. Ireneus has done at the end of 
his epistle to Florinus: Such too is 
the threatening which we sce at the 
end of Revelation. 


The Church was uot only the 

house of prayers, but the school of 
salvation. The Bishop explained 
the New Testament and the othe 
sacred books with the assiduity of 
professor, although with more av. 
thority; whence it is, that in the 
style of the ancients, the name of 
Doctor was not applied to any but 
the Bishops. ‘They instructed, both 
publicly, in the assembly of the faith. 
ful, and from house to house, as §$. 
Paul speaks, Acts xx. 20; and they 
arcoinmmodated their instructions t 
all kinds of people, as it is directed 
in the Epistles to Titus and Timothy. 
‘They impressed upon the minds 
the taithtul a deep horror of all kinds 
of innovations, especially in doe 
trine; so that if private person 
heard any discourse contrary to thei 
faith, they did not amuse themselve 
by contradicting it, leaving that ca 
to their ministers; but they shy 
their ears and fled. Hence it hap 
pens that so many heresies, whic 
sprung up in the first ages, were con 
demned, for the most part, withod 
councils, and without formal decree 
of which we have any knowledge 
The doctrines of thé catholic minis 
ters were pure and consistent, and 
them the people were inviolally a 
tached. 

The christians studied also th 
law of God, each one in private, a 
meditated upon it day and _ nigli 
They read over in their houses w 
they had heard read at the chure 
and imprinted upon their memori 
the explications of the minister, di 
,coursing upon them with each othe 
Above all, fathers took care to ma 
these repetitions in their familie 
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: “hie eit : ‘Idren ages 2 great 
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perfect submission which they | vie 
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say of fathers, ought also to be 
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ly the derstood of mothers. St. Basil and 
ool off ot Gregory (de Nyssen ) his brother, 
slained glor ied in having preserved the faith 
' other which they had learnt ot their grand- 
ly off mother St Macrina, instructed by 
e of St. Gregory Thaumaturgus; and 
nthe tis seems answerable to the com- 
ame Gn mendation which St. Paul bestows 
any bue Po” the faith of the mother and the 
d. both grandmother of Tlmothy. [2 Tim. 
wer i. 5.] A proof of the great care and 
as % diligence w hich fathers and mothers 
ae they exercised to instruct their families 
tions t thoroughly, is, that we do not see in 
directed all antiquity any vestige of a cate- 
‘imothy. chism for children, nor any public 
rinds op2struction for those who had been 


baptized before the age of reason. 
“The private houses” says St. 
*hrysostom, “ were then churches.” 

Many christians, even among the 
laity, knew the Holy Scriptures by 
eart, so often did they assidiously 
peruse them. They commonly car- 
ied the Bible with them, and many 
saints have been found buried with 


all Kinds 
in doe 
persons 
y to their 
emsel vet 
that car 
1ey shi 
e it hap 


$s, whic . , 
i cone New Testament in their bosoms. 
A ’ . . 
withowe Chrysostom testifies, that still in 
| decrees time many women carried it sus- 
ime . ' 
i pended to their necks; that they 
Hic mint washed their hands to take the sa- 
hh 
red books; that each one reverent- 
nt, and! ; : 
1. my composed his dress; that the 
olat sy al a 
men kept their heads uncovered, and 
imhat the women covered theirs, 
also t ‘ . 
ree rough respect; for they did not 
‘| re > ‘ : 7 / 
, 2: mead the Scriptures less than the 


ad nigh 
yuses W 
ie chure 
memori 
nister, @ 
each oth 
re to ma 
r familie 
‘th one 


nen. We see holy Martyrs who, 
the persecution of Diocletian, hav- 
g been obliged to abandon all and 
etire into caverns, regretted only 
ie sacred books, which they had no 
nger the consolation of studying 
ay and night as before. 

The christians read also the wri- 
7 agmngs of Bishops and ecclesiastical 
4 ae uthors; for there was in the first 
rhe Bes a great number of them celebra- 

cd. Eusebius designates about for- 


nem togel ‘ 
«1. > besides those who have not put 
rch, vy | 


. os vic . 
| they + hy hom he speaks only in general 
Vhat 1 0 Me ; 
rms. &t is true that we have lost 
eto be 


le greatest part of them, Itis not 





eir names to their works, or of 
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because most of the Bishops wer 
prevented from making books by 
their humility, by the fear of divalg- 
ing the mysteries, by their important 
employments, and by the persecu- 
tions which did not permit them 
even to live a long time; but it was 
always necessary to write letters up- 
on different affairs, and to defend re 
ligion against the heretics and the pa- 
gans. Otherwise, there were so ma- 
ny sages, so many philosophers and 
orators throughout the empire, espe- 
cially in Greece and jin the East, 
that there was always found among 
the christians a great number of good 
writers. 

They recommended to the belies 
ers to ahstain from the books of the 
pagans, as being capable of overturn- 
ing the faith of the weak, and as 
otherwise unprofitable. For whai 
is wanting to you inthe Law of 
God? said an ancient author. J; 
you wish for history, you have the 
books of Kings. If you wish for 
philosophy and poetry, you have the 
Prophets, Job, the Proverbs, where 
you will find more understanding, 
genius and spirit, than in all the po- 
ets and philosophers, because they 
are the words of God, who alone is 
wise. If yov love songs, you have 
the Psalms. If you search for an- 
tiquities, you have Genesis. Final- 
ly, the law of the Lord furnishes 
you with salutary precepts and 
counsels. The Bishops and the 
Priests did not neglect to read pro- 
fane books, and employ them usefal- 
ly to combat the Gentiles by the au- 
thority of their poets and _philoso- 
phers. ‘They professed to embrace 
every truth, wherever it might be 
found written, as appertaining to 
them, since they were the disciples of 
Jesus Christ, who is the Word, Lo- 
gos, that is to say, Sovereign Rea- 
son. Origen usefully availed him- 
self of all the human sciences, to at- 
tract and bring over people of under- 
standing to the Christian Religion. 

LATIMER. 










~ 


For the Churchman’s Magazine 
History of the Church in Newtown. 
( Continued. ) 


“Mr. Dickenson, passing over in 
silence the arguments of Mr. Beach 
in defending the Church from his 
charge of WILL-worsHiP,* cited the 


* Nothing is more common, than for 
srror to weave anew its entangling 
web, after repeated detections. On this 
subject, I am sure the reader will thank 
me for copying into this note, the fol- 
lowmg extract from the preface to 
Rotheram’s Essay on Faith—a work 
which ought to be in every man’s hand, 
and well digested in each heart. 

*¢ When error prevails, there are two 
ways by which the cause of truth may 
be maintained; either by a direct and 
formal refutation of the error, or by a 
plain and effectual establishment of the 
truth. 

‘““ The Advocate for truth may de- 
scend into the field of controversy, he 
may engage every adversary that comes 
in his way, he may pursue and expose 
every single error. But error possesses 
a wide and dark dominion, and he who 
undertakes the conquest of the whole, 
undertakes a labor that is almost infin- 
ite. It will still find some obscure cor- 
ner to retire to, from which it will be 
found hard to dispossess it. 

** Error is various and changeable; a 
circumstance of which a skilful adver- 
sary will not fail to take the advantage. 
When his opinion is ready to be wrest- 
ed from him, he will take entire pos- 
session of it again under another shape. 
He will lead us through all the mazes 
of controversy, and whilst we press 
hard upon him, will still find a way, a- 
midst all its intricacies, to escape the 
pursuit. 

‘‘ He who engages in controversy, 
will find himself entangled in a net, 
where, though he may think it easy to 
break each single thread, yet it will be 
an endless labor to break them all; 
and whilsthe is thus engaged, a skillful 
1dversary will not forget to weave the 
web anew. 

‘* Controversy is apt fo bring on per- 
sonal disputes; and a thousand inci- 
dents arise to lead us away from the 
main point, on which our strength is 
exercised, and consumed to no purpose. 
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text, Mark vii. 7.—IJn vain do th 


worship me, teaching for doctring 
the commandments of men—whig 
he applied to the liturgy of th 
Church; and, drawing his own i, 


ference, denounced the clergy ar 


laity as hypocrites, drawing nigh 


The love of victory is apt to take plag 
of the love of truth. Even where » 
succeed, there is this circumstance dis 


agreeable toa benevolent mind, thg 


our success must be attended with ; 
nother’s disgrace. 

** There is another way of removin 
error, andthatis by a clear and f 
exposition of the truth. There is some 
thing much more pleasing to a liber 
mind in the establishment of truth, th 
inthe refutation of error; as the | 
bor is more pleasing to rear a fair a 
well proportioned edifice, than to p 
down one that is mis-shapen and ill-pm 
portioned. 

“Itis for want of being furnishe 
early with the principles of truth, th 
our minds are left open to error, a 
that so many amongst us are ever flug 
tuating and unstable, ever ready to fo 
low some new seducer. He whos; 
midst the thickest gloom of ignorano 
enthusiasism, and superstition, sets 1 
truth to public view, at once, disabu 
the deluded multitude. He brings t 
rising sunbeam to chase away those it 
aginary forms which kept them ina 
and which owe their existence only 
darkness. 

“* The mere removal of error, lear 
the mind no more thana blank Ai 
though it be true, that error can hard 
be refuted without advancing and p 
senting to the mind some truths, j 
these being only casual and rande 
truths, not ‘digested into order, nor su 
ported on each side by those other truf 
with which they are closely connecté 
they are easily withdrawn again and k 
To give truth a solid and lasting ests 
lishment, it must be fixed on its fim 
principles as on a basis of adamat 
truth must rise upon truthin due p 
portion and order, and all the parts m 
be strongly united. Against a mi 
thus prepared, the seducer will in ¥i 
waste his feeble efforts. The 
where truth resides is free from ! 
power of delusion. And even suc! 
have been enslaved by error, will at 
approach of truth, feel their chains 
off as at the bidding of an angel.” 


(Jou 
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n do thyir.4 with their lips, while their 
doctrine arts were far from him. Mr. Beach 
n—whid gain pointed out to him, that he had 
gy of th tally mistaken the passage, and had 
titty a ade a very uncharitable application : 


hat the charge of ourSaviour against 
e Jews, was not barely for washing 
ands, cups, pots, brazen vessels and 





ng nigh t 
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po al ‘\Bpbles, things that were in their na- 
stance damre indifferent ; nor merely because 
mind, thamey were of human invention; but 





ed with cause they taught them as doc- 
ines, i. e. divine ordinances. These 
aditions of the elders, they said, 
ere the unwritten word of God, 
poken to Moses on the mount, at the 
me time that God gave him the writ- 
law ; and so delivered from Moses 
his immediate successors, and from 
om to their successors, and so until 
edays of the Messiah. This oral 
furnish, they called the tradition of the 
truth, thers, because they thought that their 
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‘ ps audetts had received it from God, and 
sn to fiept it from generation to genera- 
He who 4, by word of mouth. And there- 


f ignorance our Saviour might well reject 
tion, sets Wise traditions, they being falsely 
ce disabug hered on God. But then Christ 
, ae er condemned the use of innocent 
them in aw@t indifferent rites, when they were 
nce only @taught as divine ordinances. Nay, 
ghthe men in power abuse their 


ority in binding heavy burthens 

















error, leat 


bape +: hard grievous to be borne; yet said he 
ion ‘and pals disciples and to the multitude, 


e truths, "scribes and pharisees sit in Mo- 
and randall seat, all therefore they bid' you 
a ~~ Nerve, that observe and do. In 
ape irmation of this, Mr. Beach cites 
agrain and lig €Xposition of Calvin upon the 
lasting esti™, who says “ Christ reproved not 
ed on its lifwater-pots set after the manner 
of adama"@he purification of the jews, but 
‘hin due PBoght a miracle upon the water 

the parts @ ad i : . 
cd into them ; therefore it was 


ainst a ml em : 
rv will in va@barely the injunction, but the su- 








The itious opinion annexed to it, 
free from "ith was reproved by our Saviour.” 
nega her, hear your Assembly of Di- 
ae aaa § on this passage :—‘ The Phar- 
angel.” (p(say they) thought it a high 


of their religion, to wash before 
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eating, lest they, by touching that 
which was unclean, should defile 
themselves and their meat, and so be- 
come abominable.” To which Mr. 
Beach adds—* So that your own ex- 
positors condemn your gloss, and jus- 
tify mine. But what say the Scrip- 
tures ? Why they tell us, that what 
our blessed Saviour condemned the 
pharisees for, was their superstitious 
doctrine, that to eat with unwashen 
hands defiled and polluted men’s 
souls ;* for he says, to eat with un- 
washen hands defileth not the man.” 

I have been the more particular 
in the illustration of this passage, as 
it is even to this day, cited by secta- 
rians generally, as applicable to lit- 
urgical worship, and particularly to 
the rites and institutions of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church: A church, 
be it observed, which does not con- 
sider the liturgy as established by a 
divine ordinance, but being instituted 
by those in authority, is held as ob- 
ligatory upon the people, agreeably 
to the injunction of the apostle.— 
“ Obey them that have the rule over 
you” —* that all things may be done 
decently and in order.”t 


* Matt. xv. 20. 


+ Not long since, a gentheman called 
upon a clergyman, with his daughter, 
who was desirous of receiving baptism. 
Finding the young lady duly qualified, 
the clergyman consented to administer 
the ordinance, and appointed the fol- 
lowing Sunday for the purpose. But the 
father objected to the mode, and par- 
ticularly to the promises, remarking, 
that he considered the whole liturgy of 
the Church, as the doctrines and com- 
mandments of men; and as the Bible 
contained all doctrines necessary to be 
believed, so it laid down all rules that 
ought to be obeyed; and that no man 
or body of men had any right to add, di- 
minish, comment orexplain. Well, re- 
plied the clergyman, you believe that 
the Constitution of the United States, 
embodies all the principles of a free 
government, and lays down all necessa- 
ry rules for her citizens to obey? Most 
surely was the answer. Suppose, then, 
we should dissolve all our legislatures 










xgjeos, 
» 


rots x 


— 


eee 


.~ 


oe wee 
* —, 
~ 


210 History of the Church in Newtown. 


“ But instead of this (says Mr. B.) 
you have taught all inferiors to deny 
obedience to superiors: For you 
teach, that it isa sin to obey them 
when they enjoin an innocent thing 5 
and they must not obey when they 
command.a sinful thing; and there- 
fore they must not obey them at all. 
To bring the case home to yourself : 
Suppose you say to your son, I com- 
mand you, upon pain of my displea- 
sure, that in the morning before you 
come to prayer, you wash your hands 
and face and comb your head ; and 
when you go to meeting on the 
Lord’s day, put on your best clothes, 
and when you enter the meeting- 
house, put off your hat, out of rev- 
erence to God, who is there espe- 
cially present. What if your son 
should reply, Father, I think this is 
teaching for doctrines the command- 
ments of men: I must stand fast in 
the liberty with which Christ has 
made me free: He is my only law- 
giver, and he has no where in the 
scriptures commanded to wash our 
hands before we pray, or to put off 
our hats ; and therefore I will not o- 
bey you: And if you beat or turn 
me out of doors, for scrupling your 
impositions, it is persecution, and 
you open a door for all the cruelties 
of the Spanish Inqusition. Whiat 
would you say tosuch a tender con- 
scienced sou, who is more afraid of a 
decent and innocent ceremony, than 
of transgressing the fifth command- 
ment ? Iam sure, your doctrine justi- 
fies his obstinacy,and he behaves him- 
self no otherwise towards you, than 
you do towards your civil and ecclesi- 
astical fathers, whom God has com- 
manded us to obey.”—“In a word, 


and. courts of justice—dismiss al] offi- 
cers of government—print annually 
eight or ten millions of copies of the 
constitution, without note or comment, 
and let every citizen read and under- 
stand for himself: How long do you 
think, sir, this country would continue 
a flourishing and happy republic? A 
smile, was the only answer. 
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your gloss upon thistext is ene of thf trines 
wildest and most extravagant fancig which 
that ever was published in the world jot lav 


























that an innocent and lawful thing hie. CG 
comes unlawful, when once it’s con hings 
manded by lawful authority ; whelliidden 
it’s so far from that, that then it | ilty 
comes a duty.” own inv 
After illustrating the truth of thellibhat the 
remarks, by appealing to the univeliiiiot be | 
sal pratice of all governments, rdlbjat the: 





gious and civil, Mr. Beach turned iy yoy, 
tables upon Mr. Dickerson, by shewiifiiforent 































ing that he was guilty of the vellinwashe 
vanity which he so disingenuousfi g sin j 
charged upon Churchmen. “ Fai jr mpd 
(says he) you teach people that it Hho same 
not lawful for them to do what Gis are | 
allows them to do. You enjoin upi gn, wh; 
your proselytes, as far as you poalling ‘of 

bly can, not to join in a liturgy @yp supe 
form of prayer, commanded by ap them. 
thority, though it be in itself ever But, sa 












good: Nor to join with a minidiihese thi, 
that wears a gown, or a white pie Churc 
ment in the time of prayer :* MBjiferent 
to use a good prayer, if the Rommijeq__« 5 




























use it. All these you teach for d@ought p 
i 

* Whoever has read De Saure’s I, gue 
and D. Neal’s History of the Puritg?.?. 
will recollect that the gown and bag SC™ptul 
were so odious to them, in 1500, @P@ce; an 
they would not attend public woniey cease 
when they were used, but would piliembers o 
the finger of scorn and cry out, ragi, p turn 
popery and paganism. But io the eh. I cho 
teenth century, these badges of poy sho 
appeared to set very comfortably t ill you le 
their descendants; and at the pre@™t Which C 





day, Presbyterian and Congregatifid not oblj 
Clergymen, are not only ordainelipen; at 

bands, but are seen, in most of our : 
ies, on Sundays and other solemn ¢ vened br 
sions, walking the streets in theirgf/@an, wh 
flowing robes; and the laity, so fari§§ not imp 
crying out, popery, with great prof eucharist 
ty acknowledge these as very sulfa eyen} 

badges of their clerical office. In 2 
ny places also, the young ladies mm ,? and g: 
fest their respect for their minister lining p 
presenting him withagown. Let@™pose upon 






















ministers take one farther step, andi making 
Mr. Beach and many others, sted form 
Episcopal orders; and they will @) > A 

appear in the proper character of @ “4 "Sw 
isters of Christ, and will possess, will ansy 
they now profess, apostolic ordinaif# breath.” 
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ne Of thMMtines, asserting they are actions 
nt fancie which God has forbidden, and may 
he world not lawfully be used. Since, there- 
| thing bifore, God has not forbidden these 
» it’s ComMithings, and you teach that he has for- 
ty ; Whelipidden them, you are undeniably 
hen it bqiiuilty of adding to his word your 
own inventions. But we, whoteach 
nat these things are indifferent, can- 
pot be guilty of it. But you say, 
hat these things are_not indifferent 
turned i you. I answer, neither was it in- 
n, by shewifferent to the pharisees to eat with 
f the vemiinwashen hands ; but they thought 
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ngenuouse a sin, just as you think it asin to 
en. “ Filoin in a liturgy ; so that for one and 
le that it @hesame reason, you and the phari- 
what Giles are both guilty of making that 
enjoin Up™ sin, which God has not made a sin, 


you poiind of adding to his law your 
_ liturgy @wn superstitious notions, and teach- 
ded by @ them as a part of your religion.” 
self everi™ But, said Mr. D. “if God has left 
a minisfihese things indifferent, why don’t 














white gieChurch of England leave them 
ayer :* Midifferent?” To which Mr. B. re- 
the Rom@@ied—“ Because the rulers have 


ach for (ought proper to agree upon the 
icular circumstantials and apen- 
ges, which are not determined in 
+ bae Scripture, but left to human pru- 
mm ane di 
in 1500, nce; and when thus agreed upon, 
ublic won™gey cease to be indifferent to the 
. would paembers of the same community.” 
yout, 743%r, B. turns the tables again: “ Sup- 


> Saure’s 
the Purita 


ce se I should turn dissenter again : 
ortably ail you leave those things indiffer- 


t the preagt which Christ has left indifferent ; 
Jongregati@@d not oblige me to receive the sac- 
ly ordainéfiment at noon, and that sitting, in 
nost of o vened bread, at the hands of a 
ar a man, when you allow that Christ 
.ity, so far Not imposed them, but instituted 
great prog eucharist called the Lord’s Sup- 
very sul@at evening, and used unleavened 
office. ‘iad, and gave it to his disciples, in 
1g tad egedining posture? Will you not 
ir minister, £ posture you no 
wu. Leti™pose upon me a prayer of your 
or step, ania making, when I prefer a well- 
others, re@ested form, that I am acquainted 
they will Mh? Answer these questions, and 
will answer your own with the 
breath.” 


0 Church can avoid imposing 






nracter 0O 
] possess, 
blic ordina’ 
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some things as terms of communion, 
which God has not enjoined, as to 
time, place, and other circumstan- 
tials. Our Saviour, except in the 
organization of the Church, her two 
sacraments, and the short prayer 
called after his name, appears to 
have left no specific directions for 
the morning and evening service of 
the congregation: And can wes 
pose for a moment, that he left this 
to the whim and caprice of frail 
man? No: let it be remembered, 
that he spent forty days after his 
resurrection with his disciples, in 
speaking of things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God; and sent down 
the Holy Ghost to bring all things 
to their remembrance, whatsoever he 
had said unto them. And no doubt, 
as Moses, notwithstanding he built 
the tabernacle according to the pat- 
tern shewn him in the mount, never- 
theless regulated the service of the 
Jewish Church, and together with 
Aaron, instituted many rites and 
ceremonies for which we find no ex- 
press command in thelaw*. So the 
disciples of our Lord, and their 
immediate successors, set things in 
order that were wanting, and regu- 
tated the public service. Hence, we 
have the liturgies and formularies of 
St. Ambrose, St. Basil, and many 
others.¢ Again, at the restoration 
of the children of Israel from the 
Babylonish captivity, Nehemiah and 
Ezra restored the ancient rituals, 
with many other rites, not particu- 
larly ordered by divine appointment, 
any further thanthat they acted under 
the influence of the Holy Ghost. So 
our pious reformers brought back the 
Charch to her former apostolic sim- 
plicity; avoiding, on the one hand, 
the legends and pagan mummery, in- 
troduced by the papists; and on 
the other, with a wisdom little short 


* See Josephus, Scalirger nd Light- 
foot, on this subject. 


+ Apostolic Canons and Bingham’s 
Antiquities. 
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of immediate inspiration, rejecting 
the novelties of many of the refor- 
mers on the continent; and render- 
ing our present service, what has 
been justly styled the bulwark of the 
reformation. Even Calvin conten- 
ded warmly for an established litur- 
gy: Seealetter of his, to the gov- 
ernment in England, dated Oct. 22, 
1548, in which, after highly approv- 
ing of the Episcopal hierarchy in 
England, and expressing his anxious 
desire to obtain episcopal regimen in 
Geneva, he says—** As for forms of 
prayer and rites ecclesiastical, I do 
greatly approve, thai there be a cer 
tain one exiant, from which it shall 
not be lawful fer the ministers in 
their functions to depart,” &c.* The 
presbyterians also in the latter part 
of Cxomwell’s reign. finding a very 
considerable portion of the nation 
availing themselves of the doctrine 
they had advanced, of liberty and 
equality among the laity, and parity 
amorg the clergy, had no other way 
suppress the rapid incsease of sec- 
nism, which had raised altar 
altar, and divided and subdi- 
inte Independents, Congrega- 
lists, Quakers, Anabaptists and 
Nuggletonians,t alarming the par- 


* And yet, how often have we heard 
the lamentable cry repeated, that ‘*‘ our 
fove-fathers. persecuted in England, 
fled to thishcwhing wilderness.” 1 ask, 
in what did their persecution consist ? 
Why, barely a suspension from Living 
on the funds of the Church which they 
had sworn to support, but to whose can- 
ons and rubrics they refused obedi- 
ence! It is susceptible of the clearest 
proof, that the puritans began the per- 
secutions of which they complain, and 
were, and are still, more intolerent, 
than the Church ever has been, even 
under Arch Bishop Laud himself. 


{ Muggletonians.—A denomination 
which arose about this period, were so 
called from their leader, Lodowick 
Muggleton, a journeyman tailor in the 
vicinity of London, who, with his asso- 
ciate Reeves, set up for great prophets, 
and declared that their message was 
purely spiritual, and whoever despised 










































liament, and threatening the destrugMboryes ce 
tion of Church and state, than yi, ing \ 
put forth the following resolution :~— « This 
“*‘ No man endued with right reas¢ yterian 
(say these presbyterian divines) | 





; . mp pai 
will say, there is a necessity of gowihioh-flyir 
ernment—if of government, then diMleased 


uniformity—or else it will be conilMipainst — 


sion; and therefore there is andiey. B 
cessity to suppress all conventiclafiind they 
and that all men should obserwiiicclaim a 
such order, time, place, and publi@iie the f; 
gesture, as the parliament, by thie found 
advice of the assembly, should « pes, w 
point ; and no man who has the wiid they 
of conscience in any thing, but willfgt, Sir, ; 


acknowledge he is bound in 
science, to obey the laws of the lar 
in which he lives, in all indiffere 
things; or he is turbulent and ¢ 


» to 
chure 
andment 
burch fy 
nd. Yo 


and rejected it, committed the unpaliyijed. ¢) 
donable sin against the Holy Gla, » F 
The latter affirmed, that the Lord J e re 
sus Christ, from the throne of his glogg® of 
thus addressed him:—‘ I have ginqmulst they 


thee understanding of my 2mind in iRtward pe 
scriptures, above all men in the woe ohuxp) 
I have chosen thee as my last mess¢ ‘ 
ger fora great work, unto this ble are ar 
unbelieving world. And I have gif@ge’s, and 
thee Lodowick Muggleton to be § by then 
mouth.” They asserted, that t™Bintendeg 
were the Lord’s two last witnesses Mimstanres 
prophets, spoken of im the elevem,. h 
chapter of the Revelation, who sh I ne, the 
appear a little before the coming would 1 
Christ, and the end of the world. Chure: 
to shew the danger of men’s setting#¥en the ac 
their own reasen, and forsaking 180 muc 
Cuurcn, they.denied, as most of 

, more, | 


sects do (and all will) the doctriz 
the Trinity; and affirmed, that @ of thes 
the Father, who was a spiritual af enemy ( 
from alleternity, in time came do@fed and ; 
and suffered upon earth in an hu (To 
form. They declared, that it was § 

vealed to them, that Elijah was ta 

up in a whirlwind, for this very pur 

that he might represent the perso! 

God the Father, for the time w For the 
God the Father dwelt upon ea 

This has been the canting languag@iHE Ws 
most of the new sects that havea 

in the Christian Church.—See Dict “e 

ary of Arts and Scienees, Vol. 3, 20Ucin 
4, &.—and Reeves and Muggle” few of 
Spiritual treatise, collected by Hamich Christ 
Adams. ie of her 
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erves censure, even for matters con- 
ring worship.” 

a «This (says Mr. B.) was the pres- 
yterian doctrine, when they had the 


ines ) t parliament on their side. No 
y of gowibigh-flying Churchman, (as you are 
|, then dMBleased to call them) was more 
e conlumpainst tolerating dissenters than 


is andmey. But now the scale is turned, 
penticlaiind they are out of power. They 

obserm@ixclaim against impositions; not un- 
nd publ@ike the fox in the fable, who, when 
t, by tie found he could not reach the 
n0uld aplirapes, went away dissatisfied, and 
as the wihid they were poor sour things. 
', but wilat, Sir, after writing a number of 
i in comiges, to prove the formularies of 
f the lane church are doctrines and com- 
indiffera@andments of men, you free the 
it and d@hurch from every charge of this 

nd. Your words are,— If it be 

tle unpaibplied, that religious observances 
ony on ay be required, without any pre- 
“er his old mee Of adding tothe divine law 
have citqpulst they have relation only to the 
mind in Rtward polity, peace, and order of 
pn the woe church, which are left bu God to 
ae SL care and direction of church of _ 
1 have gives, and necessary to be provided 
m to be r by them—I answer, if no more 
, that (intended than mere external cir- 
vilnesses Mimstances either of worship or dis- 
he clev@ibline, the reply is just.” 
1, who sh I ye : 
6 coming! Yould now ask the reader—Did 
world. Church ever requite more ? 
n’s setting ¥en the act of uniformity, which has 
wrsaksing “en so much complained of, requires 
Ago’ more. Mr. Beach concludes this 
"4, “that of the subject by saying—* you, 
spiritual mt enemy being judge, we are jus- 
. came domed and acquitted.” 

in an hum ( Lo be continued. ) 
hat it was 
jah was ‘2 
s very purl 

the persdl 
1e time W For the Churchman’s Magazine. 
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ig languag@HE WATCHMAN—No. V. 
vat have all 
Seno in noticing, in my last number, 
} Muggle he few of the various ways in 
ed by Hamich Christianity is wounded in the 

se of her friends ; and alluding 
ticularly to that description of ca- 
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ses, where the mischief arises from 
the misdirected zeal and defective 
judgment of the very persons who 
profess to be the greatest, and almost’ 
the exclusive friends of true godli- 
ness; I spoke of the prevailing prac- 
tice of lay preaching, as among these 
cases, and intimated my intention of 
making some remarks on that sub- 
ject in the present number. 

In speaking of this practice, I lay 
entirely out of view, the question of 
divine right. In discussing the 
mere practical expediency of lay- 
preaching, it is not material to en- 
quire, what constitutes a valid ordi- 
nation to the gospel ministry: Be- 
cause it is not pretended, that those 
who undertake to teach and exhort— 
to expound and explain the scrip- 
tures—in public assemblages, under 
the name and character of lay preach- 
ers, have ever received any ordina- 
tion or license whatever, either from 
bishops, presbyters, elders, or lay- 
delegates. The only difference, in 
the view of a churchman, between 
an invalid and irregular ordination, 
and no ordination at all, is simply 
this :—that the ordained preachers of 
almost every denomination of chris 
tians, are required to qualify them- 
selves for the duties of their office, 
by some preparatory study—while 
the self-constituted and self-sent lay 
preacher, may undertake to teach 
others, before he has obtained suffi- 
cient knowledge for his own individ- 
ual profit and security. 

On the mere point of expediency, 
therefore, it is only necessary to ask, 
what qualifications are ordinarily 
possessed, by those who are in the 
practice of lay-preaching at the pres- 
ent day * That they are principally 
uneducated men, and that few or 
none of them possess much theolo- 
logical knowledge, are facts of gene- 
ral notoriety. And it is equally 
well known, that they are chiefly 
men of business, and are usually en- 
gaged in secular pursuits—either as 
merchants, shop-keepers, or mechan- 
ics—or as clerks, journeymen, or 
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apprentices; and that they com- 
monly spend six days of every week 
in providing for themselves or their 
families, or in discharging their re- 
spective duties to their masters or em- 
ployers. Now, without drawing 
any inference from all this, unfavor- 
able to the perfect integrity of these 
men—without supposing, for a mo- 
ment, that the interests of mammon 
could in the least degree turn away 
their hearts from serving the living 
God—we may be permitted to ask, 
whether men thus employed in driv- 
ing bargains and in watching and la- 
bouring for their temporal interests, 
can possibly so far withdraw their 
minds from the business before them, 
as to enter very deeply into spiritual 
meditation or theological investiga- 
tion ?-—whether it is possible for the 
lay-preacher, thus to go from the 
counter, the counting-house, or the 
work-shop, to the conference-room 
or other place of divine worship, du- 
ly qualified to be a teacher of the 
sublime doctrines of the gospel? If 
there can be but one answer to these 
questions, neither can there be a dif- 
ference of opinion among reflecting 
men, as to the expediency of this 
practice. For let us look a moment 
at the result. The consequence 
must necessarily be, that the whole 
stock of knowledge displayed on oc- 
casions of this nature, must have 
been hastily gleaned from some pop- 
ular commentary ; and it frequently 
happens, that the preacher endeav- 
ours to compensate for his deficien- 
cy in this respect, by a zeal little 
tempered with prudence, and a bold- 
ness which only serves to expose his 
ignorance. He treats of the deep- 
est mysteries of religion, with a de- 
gree of familiarity which is extreme- 
iy disgusting; and indulges in a 
strain of censoriousness, which serves 
to exhibit the principles of christian- 
ity in the most repulsive light. In 
some instances, the speaker may 
manifest more discretion. He may 
have sense enough to offer some 
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shrewd and correct observationMthe sac 
and he may, by his earnestness anfifyithout 
vehemence, produce a momentanfibualific 
effect upon the feelings of his audfiifer his s 
tors: But there is at least an equlir profit 
chance, that his random shots ma 
hit very wide of the true meaning 
his text, and excite feelings of a ve 
different nature from those of sey 
ousness and devotion. 

That all this must operate tot 
serious injury of religion, is very 
ident. And although the motive 
the preacher, in every instance, n 
be perfectly pure and upright, wit 
out the least tincture of spirity 
pride or vain-glory, this would mz 
but poor amends for the mischi 
which might arise from the practic 
Were no worse consequences to f 
low, than the disgrace of the preac 
er—were he only to render him 
ridiculous by his ignorance or 
vanity—and were he obliged to s 
fer the whole penalty of his ind 
cretion—the subject would har¢ 
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deserve acomment. But this is as gratituc 
the case. It is perfectly well knowged in him 
that many people form their notiogttiod of r 
of religion, from the manner @hich, he | 
which it is exhibited to them. Ag Secretar 
hence, every trifling and superficgation to ; 
exposition—every crude and uni that offic 
gested comment—every  shall@e was che 
speculation—and every contradict. 

ry gloss—is calculated to lower} Resolved 
dignity of the scriptures, and begianks of th 
a sort of scepticism with regard #to the F 


the whole subject. ices, as 
Thus are the deepest wounds #8 period, 
flicted on christianity in the hompice. 
of her friends,—by means which ¢ Certificat 
grade religion toa level far belgpving of t| 
every other science: For, let it § the ann 
remembered, that while all men are laid up 
precluded from meddling with oti Agreeably 
professions, without a long coursege General 
preparatory study—the lay-preaciey. T. C. E 
regardless of the apostolic injuncti his annual 
to show himself approved unto G@the Trea: 
a workman that needeth not tif? Promotio: 
ashamed, rightly dividing the wip, teportec 
of truth—rushes upon the cutiegl® of the 
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rvationsfmhe sacred office, without study, 
tness anfagvithout preparation, without those 
omentangmualifications, which alone can ren- 
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This Convention was attended by 
>Rt. Rev. Dr. Brownell, about 30 
lergymen and about the same num- 
x of lay delegates. 

The Rev. A. Baldwin was elect- 
i Secretary, and Burrage Beach, 


“his indgpsg- assistant Secretary. 

uld hard The Rey. A. Baldwin, expressed 
t this is aps gratitude for the confidence repo- 
vell knowged in him by the Convention, for a 
reir notimetiod of nearly thirty years, during 


hich, he had served the Convention 


manner 
rem. Ag Secretary, and requested the Con- 
superficgention to accept of his resignation 
and unig that office. The Rev. B. G. No- 
shall@e was chosen to the office of Secre- 


contradic@#y: 
o lowertResolved unanimously, That the 
and begeanks of this Convention be render- 
h regard to the Rev. A. Baldwin for his 
tvices, as Secretary, during the 
wounds @g period, he has officiated in that 
n the howpice. 
is which @ Certificates from 34 Parishes, ap- 
1 far bel@oving of the Constitution adopted 
or, let it the annual Convention, 182i, 
all men @re laid upon the table. 
, with ollfAgreeably to the 45th Canon of 
ng course General Convention, the Rt. 
ay-preaclae’ T. C. Brownell, D. D. deliver- 
¢ injuneti his annual address. See page 198. 
-d unto Othe Treasurer,of the Society for 
+h not tie Promotion of Christian Knowl- 


‘neo the wie, reported to the Convention the 
ng 
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the dutio@le of the Societies funds; from 
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which it appears that there is a bal- 
ance of $307 63, remaining in his 
hands, exclusive of the annual con- 
tributions which were received du- 
ring the Convention. 

Fourth annual report of the 
Board of Direction of the Society 
for the promotion of Christian 
Knowledge. 

In presenting this fourth annual 
report, the Board cannot exhibit a 
very flattering view of the state of 
the society. During the last year as 
appears from the Treasurer’s report, 
very little has been done. A few 
Bibles and Common Prayer Books 
have been purchased and distributed ; 
and a small sum has been appropri- 
ated to missionary expences. 

The want of tracts has been much 
diminished by the establishment of 
the Churchman’s Magazine, which 
afiords, at a very cheap rate, the 
same kind of information which has 
been hitherto circulated in other 
forms. And Bibles and Prayer 
Books are now afferded, at such low 
rates, for gratuitous distribution, by 
the Auxiliary Bible and Common 
Prayer Book Society of New York, 
that it becomes less necessary to cir- 
culate them through the medium of 
this society.—Hence, although these 
objects are by no means te be aban- 
doned, it has been deemed advisable, 
for the present, to turn the attention 
of the Board more particularly to the 
encouragement of missionayy labours 
in the destitute Parishes of the Dio- 
cess.—Agreeably therefore, toa re- 
commendation of the Rt. Rev. Bish- 
op Brownell, they have resolved to 
devote the disposable funds of thie 
present year,-exclusively to this sin- 
gle object. - And they entertain the 
hope, that by the aid of the contri- 
butions still to be received, the Bish- 
op may be enabled to employ at 
least one active and diligent mission- 
ary during a considerable portion of 
the year. 

The Committee to whom was re- 
fered, so much of the Bishop’s ad- 
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dress as relates to the sulject of 
Missionaries, and the report of the 
Board of Direction of the society 
for the Promotion of Christian 
Knowledge, beg leave to report :— 

That they are fully persuaded of 
the importance of encouraging mis- 
sionary labours in this Diocess :—but 
they believe, that the existing socie- 
ty is adequate to the object, if the 
provisions of its constitution can be 
carried into full and energetic ef- 
fect:—And they think, they can 
discover, in the returns already 
made, and in the interest manifested 
by their Brethren, both of the clergy 
and laity, strong evidences of a grow- 
ing zeal on this subject; and a flat- 
tering ground of hope, that the mis- 
sionary cause will no longer be suf- 
fered to languish for want of support. 
They do not believe it advisable, 
even were it practicable, in this pres- 
ent state of the Diocess, to make 
much provision fora permanent fund ; 
but if a small fund be now reserved 
and suffered to accumulate, it may lay 
the foundation fora permanent and re- 
spectable provision for this great and 
interesting object. They therefore beg 
leave to recommend the following res- 
olution for adoption in the place of 
those laid on the table yesterday :— 

Resolved, ‘That the present funds 
of the Society for the Promotion of 
Christian: Knowledge, shall be de- 
voted exclusively to the support of 
missionaties, with the exception of 
two hundred dollars, which shall 
constitute an accumulating fund, un- 
til the further order of the Conven- 
tion, and that it be recommended to 
the Board of Directors, to make no 
application for any other than Mis- 
sionary purposes, until otherwise in- 
structed by the Convention. 

Report of the agents of the Trus- 
tees of the Bishop’s Fund. 

The subscribers beg leave to rep- 
resent, that they were appointed by 
the Trustees of the Bishop’s Fund, 
Agents, to settle with the Parishes 
in the Diocess, who have not paid 


ferred the subject of the accou 
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their assessment for the Bisho, 
Fund, in pursuance of a resolutiggmtee also 
for that purpose passed by the Cojmeeivec 
vention held at Waterbury on (ygpf the 
7th day of June, 1821. 150 de 

That in execution of the dutiesq™ Resol 
their appointment, the subscribe rustees 
issued a circular letter addressed etile wi 
the wardens of forty five Parishgmgheit ass 
which appeared to be in arrears juthorize 
whole, or in part, in the payment @ipgents, \ 
said assessment, and represented eh sett 
said Parishes, that the income of iggle terms 
















































































Bishop’s Fund was -insufficient qjgents of 
pay the salary which was engaggmnd appr 
by the Convention, at the time tag The Ce 
the Bishop accepted the charge (ito consi 
the Diocess:—that the sum in ops . 





rear at the expiration of two y 
amounted to seven hundred dolla 
and the trustees must rely on the 
sessment due from the Parishes 
make up the deficiency :—that 
agents were authorized to settle wi 
the Parishes, equitably according 
their present circumstances, and 


ee 


That ne 
attent 
import 
mend, 
pinted to 
system, 































on receiving their proposals, woipliberation 
visit them for that purpose. Ing the ne 
ply to the above application (ey also | 
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agents have received a letter fr 
St. Peter’s Parish at Plymouth, 
forming them that the Parish | 
agreed to pay $100, in full of th@Sunday 
deficiency, which the agents hapthe ensui 
accepted. And they have recei@ childre 
communications from several otj™sm and 
Parishes which they trust will req@t the chil 
in arrangements beneficial to to meme 
funds. ithat the 
Respectfully submitted. [Ms on the 
P. SHELTON, ommon 
A. BaLpwin, Agentiflhe Com 
5. W. Jounson, Lof the § 
of Ch» 















The Committee to whom was 


between the Rt. Rev. Bishop Br 
nell and the Diocess of Connectit 
beg leave respectfully to report : 
That they find the Convent 
stand pledged to pay to the Bisl 
the sum of $1500, per annum 
Diocesan services. The Com 
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1150 dollars. 

Resolved, That the agents of the 
Trustees of the Bishop’s Fund to 
ttle with the delinquent Parishes 
eit assessment for said Fund, be 
thorized to appoint an agent, or 
vents, with full power to make 
ich settlement on fair and equita- 


he duties; 
subscribe 
idressed 
> Parishe 

arrears | 
payment 




















resented t 
“ome of tggle terms, in such manner, as said 
ufficient #ggents of the Trustees may direct 


yd approve. 

The Committee appointed to take 
9 consideration, that part of the 
ishop’s Address, which referred to 


as engage 
e time th 
» charge 


sum in 

f two yeammday Schools beg leave to re- 
red dollaggort :-— 

y on thea That not having time, to devote 
Parishes (pat attention to the subject which 


}importance demands—they re- 


t—that t 
mend, that a committee be ap- 


| settle wi 
ccording @pinted to prepare and arrange such 
ces, and ymsystem, as they shall, after mature 
ysals, woigpliberation, think best, and report 
se. Ing the next annual Convention. 
lication tMey also beg leave to suggest to the 
letter fr@pavention the propriety of recom- 
ymouth, fending, to the several Parishes in 
Parish he Diocess, which have not institu- 
full of th@iSunday Schools, to institute them 
.gents hapthe ensuing year, and to instruct 
ve receitte children in the Church Cate- 
-yeral otsm and explanation, and also 
st will re@@t the children be required to com- 
cial to @#to memory passages of scripture, 
ithat they be exercised in ques- 
nitted. ffs on the Bible and on the Book 
ommon Prayer. ‘ 
Agentithe Committee on the Constitu- 
nof the Society for the Promo- 
n of Christian Knowledge, re- 
yom was 28 
the acco 
ishop Bri 
Connectid 
report : 
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ee also find that the Bishop has re- ported the following alteration to the 
from the treasurer 7th Article,—A fter the words “ shall 
of the Bishop’s Fund, only about be paid into the hands of the treasu- 


rer,” substitute in the place of the 
remainder of the'Article, the following, 
sulyect to the order of the beard of 
direction, who shall appropriate ull 
monies 8o received to the support of 
missionaries in this Diocess; and 
to the gratuitous distribution uf Bi- 
bles, Prayer Books, and Tracts :— 
and further, that the present perma- 

nent fund shall not be permitted to 

exceed five hundred dollars either 

by additions, or accumulation of in- 

terest. 

Resolved, That every minister in 
this Diocess shall be requested to 
perform divine service, in some of 
the vacant Parishes at least two Sun- 
days in each year under the direc- 
tion of the Bishop. 

A Resolution was adopted author- 
izing the Bishop to fill any vacancies 
which may occur in the delegation to 
the General Convention. 

Delegates to the General Conven- 
tion. 

Rev. A. Baldwin, Rev. D. Burhans, 

Rev. H. Croswell, Rev. T. Marsh, 

Hon. 8S. W. Johnson, Hon. Wm. 

Mosely, Hon. Elijah Boardman, 

Samuel Tudor, Esq. 

Standing Committee, 

Rey. T. Bronson, D. D. Rey. H. 
Croswell, Rev. A. Cornwall. 

Trustees of the Theological Semi- 
nary. 

Rev. D. Burhans, Rev. H. Cros- 
well, Rev. T. Bronson, N. Smith, 
Esq. Richard Adams, Esq. Hon. §, 
W. Johnson. 
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4| 3 Sot 3 (ls 
Churches. Towns. Rectors, &e. 4 E > ¢ Ey gle 
Oo SIE & Ble lela 
© - 2 lS 
| Bipis F (* (Sie 
Christ Norwich . Tyler, S. Pad- 57, 7 81 15. 53 
St. Peters |Plymouth R. Rossiter {dock ba 3 8} 11; 71 6] 4 
St. Matthews do. do. 80 4) 4! Ql 4 
St. Johns Essex Borough P. G. Clarke 28} 6 1} 7% 35} 1 
do. Bridgeport Pp. — 90; 118] 19 4) 9 
Trinity Fair eld | 69; 11) 11 4 
‘Sharon G. P. yes 4q i242 3 4 
‘Kent | do. 28 22 35 
New Preston {| do. 38} 1 1 Of 2 
(Canaan = is gi 
‘Salisbury | 108 te 18, [1011 
St. Johns ‘New Milford .B. Ben ham 6149) 4 4) 8 7 
Brookfield | do. 9 1 6° 7 3 
St. Johns |Waterbury A. Gear {14] 14 11] 6 
Salem do. i 2 ai 1} 
Wolcott : do. i3i 3 9 
St. Matthews! Wilton iC. Smith 7 215) 17 3/16 
‘Ridgefield do. 
Christ ‘Woodbridge C. Prindle 72 2 8 10) go) 1 
| Amity Parish do. 1,4 5 
Trinity Newtown 'D. Burhans 251300} 326) 29 26130 
do. ‘Branford O. P. Holcomb it} 11 1} 4 
St. Johns (North Haven do. 9} 3 
St. Andrews |Northford do. 1 1 
\Oxford \B. Northrop 9113 
StPau. & Pet./Huntington M. Rayner 16110 
Southington A. Cornwal 1} 9 
St. Pauls Norwa R. Sherwood 9115 
‘New Canaan do. 
Christ Guilford D. Baldwin 2/10 
St. Johns North Guilford do. 3 
Union Killingworth do. r 
St. James (Derby Jewet 
Union Humphreysville | do. 
St. Lukes. |Glastenbury N. Burgess 5) 2 
St. Johns Warehousepoint do. 1 1 
St. Peters Cheshire T. Bronson 319 
Christ Reading A. Todd 5 1 
St. James Danbury do. 3 
Trinity New Haven HH. Croswell 15/46 
Christ | Middletown B. G. Noble 210 
Christ ‘Hartford N. S. Wheaton 7 
—+o— 
ie De. Chaimer’s eigie Econo- ¢ ¢ 
oy peahictersy ae a No. of the Chritiog mg from the bosom of the Kirk, 


Observer. 


After referring to the author’s 
strong and eloquent testimony to the 
necessity and value. of a learned 
clergy, the reviewer adds, “ There 
is a subsequent testimony to the 


claims of the Church of England to . 


litterary distinctions, which, as issu- 


as being one of the few tribut 
this kind which, since the days 
Cromwell, have crossed the Tw 
we think it right to present to the 
tention of our readers.” 

“There are many who look 
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st charch the theological literature 
our nation stands indebted for her 
st acquisitions; and we hold ita 
Bireshing spectacle, at any time that 
eagre Socinianism pours forth a 
»w supply of flippancies and errors, 
hen we behold, as we have often 
me, an armed champion come 
th, in full equipment, from some 
and lettered retreat of that no- 
™- hierarchy: nor can we grudge 
¢ the wealth of ail her endow- 
nts, when we think how well, un- 
her venerable auspices, the bat- 
%s of orthodoxy have been fought, 
hat, in this holy warfare, they are 
wsons and her scholars who are 
+ foremost in the field,—ready, at 
times, to face the threatning mis- 
ief, and by the might of their 
Poderous erudition, to overbear 
” 9. 316. 
«There is another advantage oi 
ning, as connected with religion, 

d to which we refer as bearing, to 
onsiderable extent, on some of our 
wre reasonings; we mean the 
ht which it sheds on the contents 

F Scripture. It is not enough to 
y of it, that it is valuahle for the de- 

ice of the record. It is no less 
uable for the developement and 
exposition of the meaning of that 
ord. It is surprising how many 
ttroversies a little sound learning 
“Bl adjust. Almost all strange and 
nstrous theological systems have 
ng from false conceptions of the 
Faning of particular terms or iso- 
ied expressions of Scripture; and 
single touch from the spear of 
ind criticism, in many instances, 
solves or disperses them. Every 
Kirk, @y of our lives more and more con- 
tributesfiices us, of the very great impor- 
ie days fice of a thorough and classical in- 
he T weftigation of the meaning of the lan- 
t to thedage of Scripture. By a careful 
ysis of its words and images, not 
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) look wily will the diligent student discov- 
nents of fnew mines of moral and intellec- 
e [alleg@il wealth in the sacred volume, 
es. Bulithe will escape the mortification 
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of spending the latter portion of 
life in repenting of the absurdities of 
his earlier years. And, whilst we 
thus insist on the general value of 
learning, let us never forget the pe- 
culiar claims of our own church on 
the gratitude of the friends of the 
Gospel. We may venture to say, 
that we know of no error which has 
not met in that church with its most 
powerful antagonist. From the mo- 
ment when it erected itself in oppo- 
sition to Popery, and led on by Jew- 
ell and afterwards by Chilingworth, 
fought the battles of Protestantism— 
through all those momentous stages 
in which it encountered successively 
the assaults of puritanism, of infidel- 
ity, and of latitudinarianism, to 
these latter days when, under the 
conduct of Horsley, and the present 
Bishop of Raphoe, it has trampled 
in the dust all the hosts of Socinian- 
ism—we know of no church which 
has equally made good its claims, as 
far as exterior defences of religion 
are concerned, to the dignities with 
which it has been invested. - Nor is 
it our intention, iu referring only to 
the defence of religion from outward 
assaults, to contend that the Church 
has rendered less assistance to the 
right exposition and interpretation of 
Scripture. Her formularies are, 
perhaps, after all, the best human 
exposition of Scripture; an exposi- 
tion which exhibits at the same time 
the strictest regard to truth and the 
most marked spirit of moderation ; 
an exposition which, more perhaps 
than any other, casts debateable 
points inte the shade, and gives the 
highest prominence to the undeba- 
ted principles of Christianity; and 
consequently the exposition which 
supplies, beyond every other, a com- 
mon ground on which opposing par- 
ties may meet and proceed forth, in 
the whole armour of God, to contend 
with the common enemies of their 
faith. And, if there has been, as we 
are bound to admit, a painful aban- 
donment of these formularies in the 
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case of many individuals, there have 
not been -wanting at any time, and 
especially now there are not wanting, 
a large body of churchmen, true to 
the spirit and temper of the illusiri- 
ous parent from whose lips they 
draw the lessons of ‘life, and under 
whose banner they go forth to the 
conflict: with the world, the flesh, 
and the powers of darkness.” 


ell 
¥rom the Christian Guardian 


A brief exhibition of the general 
tenour of Scripture language con- 
cerning Christ, his character and 
attributes. 


1. He is called Gono—“ The 
Word was made flesh—The Word 
wis God.” John, i. 1—4. “ The 
mighty God.” Isa. ix. 6. “ Feed 
the Church of God, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood.” 
Acts, xx. 28. “ The only wise God 
our Saviour.” Jude, 25. “ Hereby 
perceive we the love of Gop, be- 
cause HE laid down uts life for us.” 
1 Jolin, iii. 16. 

2. He is called tHe Lorp— 
“ Christ tue Lord.” Luke, ii. 11. 
“The Lord from heaven.” 1 Cor. 
xv. 47. “Lord both of the dead 
and the living.” Romans, xiv. 9. 
‘The Lord of all.” Acts, x. 36. 
Ford over all.” Romans, x. 12. 
“Lord of glory.” 1 Cor. ii. 8. 
‘The Lord of lords.” Rev. xvii. 14. 
“ Mine eyes have seen the King, 
tue Lorp or nosTs.” Isatah, vi. 5, 
10. “These things spake Esaias, 
when he saw Christ's glory, and 
spake of him.” John, xii. 41. 

8. Christ is rue First ano THE 
Last, a title which exclusively be- 
longs to Jehovah: “ Thus saith the 
Lord, I am the first, and 1 am the 
Jast, and besides me there is no God.” 
Isaiah, xliv. 6. “I (Christ) am al- 
pha and omega, the beginning and 
‘he end, the first and the last.” 
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Rev. xxii. 13. Cana MAN, & Creq ‘al 
jycing @ Spirit: 


ture; claim this title ? 


a) Chri is reneal* Ts ra 
before all things.” Col.i. 17. “With Bei. and to e 


God from the beginning.” John, i, Meneficence an 


1. His goings forth were from ey. Miat, in Bavari 
erlasting.” Micah, v. 2. ; pe jer 1 

5. He is mmutTasLe—“ Jesu ier. cawelk 
Christ, the same yesterday, to-day Mijouch a ter 
and for ever.” Heb. xiii. 8. “ ‘Thoyleen occasions 


nto the spre: 


art the same, and thy years shall no 
nubles of thos 


fail.” Heb. i. 12. 


6. Heiszquat with the Fathegt |, opts 
—“The man that is MY FELLOWMMiility; that H 
saith the Lord of hosts.” Zech. xiiiMezcalous labs 
8. * Who being in the form of Godjimopies ib, a 

Bai recently be 
thought it not robbery to be EQu with the ut 


with God.” Phil ii. 6. “ | 
throne of God and the Lamb.” Rey 
xxii. 1.—** All men should hone 
the Son, even as they honour t 
Father.” John, v. 23. 

7. The Creator and Urno ope 


fit; so that, 
 contemplat 
we find i 
ring and to< 
We learn too. 


of the universe—“ All things we gr? rom 
made by him, and without him That its fun 
not any thing made that was made4pusiderably, ar 
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John, i.3. “ By him were all thing eRe gs 


created that are in heaven and | 


. ove those of tl 
earth; “ All things were created i@ii: exciting a s 
him and ror nim. ’—* He is befommation in varion 
all things, and by him all things commne the cler, 
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ison, in the t 
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wasing liberali 
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sist.”’ Col. i. 16,17. Upholding d 
things by the word of his power 
Heb. i. 3. 
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIE ion in conseq 
The income of this society, it aif ptenesting 


pears, amounts this year to upwards the Syrian | 
ONE HUNDRED 1BOUSAND PouNDS, bt onegaia stat 
ing considerably more than any form@p0? + and fro 
ear; and that its issues of Bibles amm™$ 08 the we 
estaments are also increased ; tim” * Sent . int 
this progress, both in the funds andifpe® 8'A‘es, the 
the issues of the Society, is not cé Regent’s Tow 
ned to any particular districts, but pag, as Were pre: 
vails generally in almost every part oon ne pra 
the immense field of the Society's i 400 persous 
bours, even in places where, from pqq regations ha 
culizr circumstances, it could scared , another 
be expected, such as Dublin, &c. fel necessary 
Recent intelligence from France 
fords reason to anticipate that 
French Bible Society will be of inc 










































LY, 1922. | 

















ylable advantage to that country, pro- 
going 2 spirit of conciliation, harmony, 
iad activity ; leading the minds of ma- 
, to think seriously oa religious sub- 
s,and to engage in other plans of 
eneficence and piety. We learn too, 
in Bavaria, a door has been open- 
4 for the circulation ofthe Scriptures ; 
iat Leander Von Essis still continu- 
his unweried excrtions ; and that, 
though a temporary interruption has 
~n occasioned in Turkey, Grecce, 
c.to the spread of the Buble, by the 
nubles of those parts, yet, even there, 
garations are making to take ad- 
niaze of the first moments of tran- 
dility ; that Hilarion is still pursuing 
«zealous labours; and that the few 
woies of the Turkish Testament, which 
ai recently been issued, were recei- 
4 with the utmost eagerness and de- 
merit; so that, ia whatever direction 
Me contemplate the Society’s opera- 
ms, we find it still proceeding con- 
ering and to conquer. 
We learn too, with respect to the 
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OLDE CHURHA MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
we 
n wi That its funds have also increased 
nadeesiderably, amounting now to THIR- 
. M-THREE THOUSAND POUNDS, being 
‘thi advance of TWO THOUSAND. POUNDS 
and Wve those of the preceding year ; that 
uted Bis exciting a spirit of increasing at- 
befommation in various parts, and especially 
Bs ot ug the clergy; that it has there- 
; eveniured upon instituting a Ninth 
hing ¢ ition, in the territories of the Hud- 
OW el. 


': Bay Company, in North America, 
id has reason to conclude, that the in- 
asing liberality of the Christian pub- 
will keep pace with these increas- 
r exertions. The Society is the 
encouraged to indulge this expec- 
ion in consequence of receiving the 
st interesting intelligence of success 
m the Syrian College at Pelamcotta, 
: various stations in India, and at 
sion ; and from the different. settle- 
ts on the western coast of Africa. 
le recent intelligence from Sierra 
me states, thatata late communion 
Regent’s Town, nearly 400 commu- 
lanis were present ; that the morning 
d evening prayers were attended by 
or 700 persous; and that the Sunday 

Me regations have so increased as to 
‘eder another enlargement of the 
urch necessary. 
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Survey of Missionary Stations. 
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THE LONDON SOCIETY FOR THE CON-~ 
VERSION OF THE JEWS 


Ts found also to share in the general 
prosperity; and though, from the pe- 
culiar nature of their object, they have 
formidable difficulties to encounter, and 
are compeiled to witness various disap- 
poimtments ; yet the measure of suc- 
cess which they meet with in their 
schools, from the circulation of the He- 
brew New Testament, and the Jabours 
of their zealous and pious Missionaries 
M‘Call, Becker, and Wolfe, encourage 
and animate them to proceed in their 
great work, being assured that, in due 
season, all Israel shall be saved. 


——— 


4 


Survey of Missionary Stations 
(CONTINUED. } 


BENARES. 


The ancient seat of Brabminical Learning ; and 
cenominated the * Huly City’’—accounted 
Holy by the Natives, that several Hindoo Rajabs 
have delegates residing bere, who perform, on 
their behalf, all the requisite ablutions—46% 
miles north-west of Calcutta, by way of Birb 
hom; but by that of Moorshedabad, 565—con 
tains 12,000 stone and brick houses, from one to 
six stories high ; and more than 16,000 mud hou- 
ses—of the houses, 2000 are occupied, it 1s said. 
by Brahmins who receive religions contributions 
—tInhabitants, in 103, were 582,000: durins the 
Festivals, the concourse ig beyoid all calcula. 
tion. 


The Baptists have a country-bori: 
Missionary at Benares, who has bapti- 
zed several persons, and among them, 
two Brahmins. one of whom frequent}, 
accompanies him in his excursions, and 
confirms his testimony respecting the 
Saviour of men. 

Church Missionary Society.—About 
four years ago, Jay Narain, a Native 
presented to this Society a house and 
premises in Benares. which cost him 
48,000 rupees, or 6000/. sterling, for 
the purpose of a School Establishment ; 
and by a further bounty, he endowed 
it with 40,000 rupees, or 5000/. The 
School was opened on the 17th of July. 
1818. In the year following, 63 schol- 
ars were studying English, 32 Persian. 
11 Hindee and Sanscrit, and 15 Benga 
lee—teachers of the Native languages 
having been appointed. 
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Besides this school, there is another 
at Seerole, a military station close to 
Benares. 

The Rev. Daniel Corrie, distinguish- 
ed as the friend of the late Henry Mar- 
tyn, no less thaa by his kindred zeal and 
ability in Missionary labours, was for 
some time stationed at Benares, but af- 
terwards removed to Calcutta, amidst 
the regrets of the inhabitants. 

Benedict La Roche, and John Pe- 
rowne, Missionaries, with thirteen oth- 
er persons in various capacities, form 
the Missionary establishment at Bena- 
res. 

The London Society have lately sent 
Mr. 4dam, inthe capacity of Mission- 
ary to this place, but no report of his 
proceedings has yet been made. 


—— + 


CHUNAR. 


4 Town on the Ganges, a few miles above 


Benares; and a station for Invalids of the Brit- 


ish Aimy. 


Church Miss. Soc.—Wm. Greenwood, 
an English Missionary, and Wm. Bow- 
ley, a Country-born Missionary, lately 
ordained at Chinsurah, by the Luther- 
ans belonging to the Mission, officiate 
here—the former, to the Europeans, 
and the laiter, to the congregation of 
Native Christians. The Native wor- 
ship is fully attended by the Christians, 
and occasionally by the Heathens.— 
Nr. Adhiugton, Superintendant of Nar- 
ain’s Charity School at Benaves, fre- 
quently addresses the Congregation, ~ 
being well acquainted with their Jan- 
ruare. 

When Mr. Bowley began his labours 
ix years since, his congregation a- 
mounted tono more than 12 or 14 per- 
sens; but has since increased to 100, 
50 of whom are communicants. Till 
Mr. Greenwood arrived, he had wor- 
ship in Hindoostanee, eight or ten times 
a week, and in English, six or seven 
times. 

There are five schools in Chunar, in 
which English, Persian, Hindoostanee, 
and Hinduwee are taught to about 120 
Children and Adults. 

At Lucknow, a City containing a 
population of 500,000 inhabitants, the 
Church Miss. Soc. have a‘school, prin- 
cipally for the children of Christian 
Parents:—At Bareilly, another large 
City 800 miles north-west of Calcutta, 
they support a Native Reader and Cat- 
echist; and at A//ahabad, an ancient 
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city situated at the junction of the 
Ganges and Jumner, the Baptists haye 
a > ae though with little apparen 
ellect. 


MEERUT. 


A large Towp, about 32 miles north-east y 
Delbi. 


Church Miss. Soc.—Anund Meseg 
and JMoonef Meseeh, Native Readeg 
and Catechists.— Ihe Converts hen 
are increasing, and manifest an exe¢ 
lent spirit. Thirteen had been bapf 
zed, and more were about to be addef 
to the number. One of these was 
Native Soldier, a Brahmin of hig 
caste, whose baptism excited much a 
tention. Mr. Fisher, Chaplain at Meg 
rut, takes a warm interest in the sug 
cess of the Mission—frequently assen 
bles the Native Christians in his stu 
to read the Gospel, and watches ov 
them with parental affection. 


DELHI. 


Once the Capital of the Patan and Mogul 
pire—967 miles sorth, west of Calcutta. Ini 
splendor, it covered a space of 20 miles, and 
present buildings avd ruins occupy nearly 
much. I[tis greatly improving under the prot 
tion of the British Government. 


Baptist Miss. Soc.—J. T. Thomp 
Country-born.—Some persons appé 
to have been benefitted by Mr. Thom 
son’s instructions. 

Ie took a journey, some time sine 
about 200 miles north-west of Del 
and was surprised to find the interior 
fuil of lettered men, and so desirous 
the Scriptures. . 

Church Missionary Society.—D 
Jysingh, Saadh Schoo! master.—Tho 
as Morris, Missionary to the Saadhs. 

The Saadhs are a people residing 
the neighbourhood of Delhi, so dill 
ent from most of their countrymen 
their morals and religious belief, tl 
they deserve a more particular 
tion. They abhor all kinds of Ido 
try—prohibit gay apparel], and cress 
white—never make any obeisane 
will not take an oath—profess ab 
nence from fuxuries, and never ba 
dances—forbid attack on man or be 
unless in self defence—strongly en 
industry—take great care of their 
poor—forbid ostentation in worship 
alms-giving—consider the regulat 
of the tongue a principal duty. Th 
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on of thei Anund Messeeh of Merut, and Jy- 
plists haveinoh of Delhi, made a journey a- 
> apparent Miongst the Saadhs, and were every 
pere received with kindness.—In one 
wa where there were about fifty fam- 
jes of Saadhs, they all entreated A- 
ynd to stay amongst them, and read 
of explain the * Merciful Book of 
od.” Sm “yo under whom these 
| .fpmilies lived, lifted up his eyes and 
ne Mews ands, in admiration of the Sctistunia 
hich Anund read to him, exclaimed— 
That man that shall have such a Book 
this in his possession, and not love it, 
not live by it, must be a “ Burra 
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bytan !” (a vile and worthless wretch.) 


porth-east y 


‘e Reades 
verts her 
st an excel 
been bapiwir: 
o be addef 
ese Was 
in of higi 
od much a 
lain at Mee 
in the sue 
ntly assem 
in his stud 
atches oy 
n. 





AGRA. 
Alarge City, 800 miles north-west of Calcutta. 


Church Miss. Soc.—Abdool Messeeh, 
ative Reader.—John Lyons, Super- 
pendant of Schools.—John Growley, 
hoolmaster. 

The visit of Abdool Messeeh to Cal- 
Mita, and his beneficent occupation 
re have been stated under the head, 
that city. He had continued, amidst 
wing infirmities, to hold up, at Agra, 
light of Christian truth and prac- 
He and his Congregation were 
stedfastly forward in their Christ- 
rofession. His faith, love, and 
were as conspicuous as ever, 
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sons appa : =e 
Mr. Thommmagh not productive of the same visi- 
effects on the people around him. 
time singtae School flourishes uader Mr. 
est of Del ey. ‘The scholars have increa- 


from 30 to upward of 60. Hegreat- 
nted the absence of Abdool.— 
has qualified himself to read the 
tel y.— Deggiptures in Hindoostanee. . 
-ter.— That Agimer, the Baptists have a Mis- 
he Saadhs mary, Mr. J. Carey; but nothing 
le residing @ucular is known of the Mission. 
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large City on the western coast of the Pe- 
a—i77 miles north of Bombay—said to 
in 500.000 inhabitants—part are Moors, 
sing Mahomedanism, but retaining some 
rites. 












e Baptists have an Amenian Mis- 
tary, C. C. Anatoon at this place ; 
nothing certain is known of his 
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don Miss. Soc.—W.., Fyvie, J. 
inner, JMissionaries.—They preach 
nglish to large congregations, con- 
ing chiefly of soldiers. No native 
wol has yet been established. The 









Survey of Missionary Stations. 
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Portuguese Roman Catholics send thei: 
children, without hesitation, to the En- 
glish Schools. The translation of the 
Scriptures into Guzeratiee was near) 
completed, and the printing of the New 
Testament begun. 


eel 


BOMBAY. 


_The Third of the British Presidencies in In- 
dia—about 1300 miles, travelling distance, to the 
west of Calcutta—population abont 200,000. 


There is here an Education Society, 
of which the Governor is President ; 
the Bishop of Calcutta, Patron; tie 
Archdeacon, Vice-Patron ; Members 
of the Council and other Gentlemen, 
Vice-Presidents; and the Rey. H. Da- 
vies, Secretary. 

They have in their Schools at Bom- 
bay, Tannah, and Sunat, a total of 887 
Scholars—many of them supported and 
educated at the expense of the Society. 
The Society was organized in 1815, since 
which time, 11,956/. had been raised for 
it by contributions. 

Christian Knowledge Society.— The 
principal object of this institution, has 
been, the distribution of Tracts, of 
which near 10,000 have been put in cir- 


culation. They supply the Education 
Society, in a great measure, with 
books. 


American Board of Missions.—* The 
same course of Journeys and Preach- 
ing has been continued. By visits to 
places of resort within the city, and by 
journeys round it, many thousands, in 
the course of a year, hear something, the 
Missisparies state, concerning the True 
God and Eternal Life: The Scriptures 
and Tracts are largely distributed en 
these occasions. Several Towns offer 
proper spheres of usefulness, when oth- 
er Missionaries arrive. The Journeys 
to these places are very interesting ; but 
they deeply affect the mind, from the 
diinats and sin which every where 
reign. 

‘“* In the Translation of the Scriptures 
into Mahratta, the Missionaries had 
been engaged for five years. As por- 
tions were finished. they were printed ; 
for the advantage of the remarks to be 
made on them, both by the learned and 
the unlearned : as the Translators were 
aware of the great care and delibera- 
tion requisite to produce a good Ver- 
sion; the whole of the New Testament 
was finished, and the chief part of the 
Old.” 

‘In the Tenth Report, the Board en 
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timated the par cael - an 
exact account, subsequently ’ 
states the attendants at 1019; 
besides who are incenstant in 
their attendance. Applications for 
Schools are so frequent, that, were 
there sufficient funds, in less than five 
ears, 10,000 Children might be enrol- 
“Oh ~ actions Society.—The 
u ry _ 

Rev Richard Ke , Mi peed with 
his wife and three che ed at 
Bombay; and Mr. K. commenced the 
study of the Mabratta language, with 
the view of bestowing his labours in 
some part of the island of Salsette, as 
the state of the Native Christians seems 
to offer an important field for intelligent 
and patient exertion, numbers of them 
relapsing from the Roman Communion 
‘ato Heathenism, from the insufficien- 
>y of instruction. Mrs. Kenney’s 
state of health unfortunaly obliged her 


io return to Europe. 


Wesleyan Miss. Soc.—The Schools 
under the patronage of this Institution 
continue to receive the aitention of the 


Missionaries; although but littlc effect 
has yet been produced on the adult 


nations. 


(To be continued. ) 
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OBITUARY. 


Died, on Sunday morning, June 17th, 
at his father’s house m Newtown, the 
Rev. David Botsford, in the 26th year 


ofhisage. From his childhood, be was 
remarkably gentle, amiable and affec- 
tionate; shrinking with abhorrence 
‘rom deceit and falsehood, and glowing 
vith generous indignation at cruelty 


[Jeuy 
and ssion. He endeared hime 
to bie fem : 


ily and Ree 
uated at Yale College in 181g e 


a student in the Th 1 >mMinan 
while it remained at New-Haven— 
ordained by Bishop Brownell, in t} 
of 1821-~spent the last winter anW, 
lingford, Conn. Having the charge; 
the Parish and the Academy, and 
ing under 2 screfulous complg 
he left his a in March, 
turned to his father’s hoéuse-—was ej 
coufined—his disease gradually incre, 
ed—he evidently saw his approachiy 
dissolution, and with all the meeky 
rie —— pons tina he 
w patience ays of hisg 
inted time, and died as mye | lived 


po 
full faith of a glorious immortality, 


1) 16h 

Pe Some further pre of this 
t young man, will appear in aj 

ture mod go of this work.—Eds. 
Since the above was ia type, we 24 
received the following notice from Ng 


York. 
New-Yors, June 2vih 1822 

The Students of the General Semi 
ry of the Protestant Episcopal Chun 
having heard, with deep regret, of i 
premature death of p dob late fel 
member, the Rev. David Botsford; 
hereby express the high respect ¢ 
entertained for his piety and werth# 
And in testimony thereof, do resoly 
wear the usual badge of mourning 
the space of thirty days. 

Resolved, That the proceeding 
this meeting be publishedin the Chu 
— Magazine and Christian Jou 


L. B. Hunt, Chairman. 
A. L. Conversz, Secretary. 


a 


POETRY. 


CLEGY ON BIsforp JEWEL, BY DR. FUL- 
LER. 


Holy, learning, sacred arts, 

Gifts of nature, strength of parts, 
Fluent grace, and bumble mind, 
Worth reformed, and wit r 
Sweetness both in tongue pen, 
Insight both in books and men, 


Hopes in love, and fears in weal, 

Humble knowledge, sprightly zeal, 
A liberal heart and free from gai 

Close to friend and true toall, — 
Height of courage in truth’s duel, 
Are the Stones that made this Jew 
Let him who would be truly blest 
Wear this Jewel in his breast. 


aR 


t> “ A Churchman,” is received. 
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